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CHAPTER 1 


Presiding Officer - Decorum, | 
Order and Debate 


l-le The presiding officer of the 


Senate is the president and the 
presiding officer of the House of 
Representatives #s the speakere The 


presiding officer of each house _ shall 
take the chair on every legislative day 
at the hour to which that house 
adjourned at the last sittinge After 


catl to orders prayer by the chaplain 


and roll cal¥s a report on the journal 
for the preceding legislative day shall 
be given in the presence of a quorumys 
and each house shall proceed with the 
regular order of businesse 


l-2e The presiding officers or any 
member acting as presiding officers of 
each house shall preserve order and 
decorums and in case of disturbance or 
disorderly conducte may order the 
galteries or lobbies to be clearede 


1-3-e The presiding officer of each 
house has general controt and direction 
of the halls chambers roomse passages 
and corridors of the house over which he 
presidese Reporters on assignment in 
either house are subject to placement by 
the presiding officers 


1-4-e The presiding officer of each 
house shall decide all questions of 
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orders subject to an appeal by any 
member seconded by two other memberse No 
member may speak more than once on an 
appeal without the consent of a majority 
of the house of which he is a membere 


1-5e When a member desires to speak 
he shall rise and address the presiding 
officer ands being recognizeds shall 
speak standing in his-ptace unless’ the 
presiding officer grants permission to 
speak from some other place on the 
floore When two or more members. rise at 
the same time’ the presiding officer 
shall name the member who is to speak 
firste 


1-646 When a member has been called 
to orders he shall sit down until the 
presiding officer determines whether he 
is in order or note If the member is 
called to order for words spoken in 
debates the language excepted to shall 
be taken down in writing by the chief 
clerk or secretarye 


l-7e Questions of privilege are: 
firsts those affecting the coilective 
rightse safety» dignitys and integrity 
of the proceedings of either house; and 
seconds those affecting the rightss 
reputation and conduct of individual 
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members | of either house in their 
Capacity as memberse A _ question of 
privilege affecting either house 


collectively takes precedence over a 
question of privilege affecting an 
individual membere 


i-8e The presiding officer of each 
house shall. sign all subpoenas approved 
or issued by the house over which he 
presidese The business manager and the 
presiding officer will cosign all 
payrollse 


1-9e (1) A Communication or paper 
shall be addressed to the presiding 
officers and shall bear the name of the 
person submitting ite When the reading 
of a paper is called for and a member 
objects» it shall be determined by a 
vote of the house without debatee This 
subsection does not apply to biltse or 
to communications from the governor or 
the other housee 


(2) A paper for or against proposed 
legislation may not be placed on the 
desks of the members or circulated 
within the chamber unless the person 
responsible has signed it and has 
received permission from the presiding 
officer to distribute it in the house 
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concernede 


1-106 When the presiding officer is 
a member of the house over which he is 
presiding he shall vote as any other 
members and may not vote a second timee 
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CHAPTER 2 
Meetings» Quorums and Attendance 


2-le The hour of meeting of the 
Senate is 1:30 peme unless otherwise 
ordered by the Senatee The hour of 
meeting of the House of Representatives 
is 1:30 peme unless otherwise ordered by 
the house. 


2-2e Lobbying on the floor of the 
Senate or House of Representatives is 
prohibited during the session and within 
one hour prior to the commencement of a2 
session and within one-half hour after 
recess or adjournmente 


2-3 The sessions of the 
legislature and of the committee of the 
wholes all committee meetings: and all 
hearings shall be open to the public 
{Montana Constitutions Arte Ve Sece 
10(3))e. 


2-4e Neither house shalle without 
the consent of the others adjourn or 
recess for more than three dayss nor to 
any other place than that in which the 
two houses shall be sitting {Montana 
Constitutions Arte Ve Sece 10(5))eo 


-5- 


JOINT RULES 


ee a ee te Se a ee ee re ee EES RE EE 


2-52 A majority of each house shal} 
constitute a quorum to do business» but 
a smaller number may adjourn from day to 
day» and compel the attendance of absent 
memberss in such manner and under = such 
penalties as each house may prescribe 
{Montana Constitutions Arte Vs» Sece 
10(2))e 


2-6e Uniess he is excused: a member 
of the House or Senate shall be present 
at every sitting of the house of which 
he is a membere 

2-Te In the absence of a quorum, a 
majority of members present in either 
house may compel the attendance of 
absent members by ordering a call of the 
house of which they are memberse 


2-8. If a quorum is presents five 
members of the Senate may order a cal! 
of the Senates and fifteen members of 
the House of Representatives may order a 
call of the housee 


2-9e On a call of either houses a 
member who refuses -to attend may be 
arrested by the sergeant-at-arms or any 
other persons as the majority of such 
members present shall directs When the 
attendance of an absent member is 
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secured after a call of either housee if 
the house of which he is a member 
refuses to excuse his absences he _ shail 
not be paid any per diem during his 
absence and is liable for the expenses 
incurred in procuring his attendancee 


2-10e During a call of either 
houses all business of that house shall 
be suspended. After a call has been 
ordered no motion is in order except a 
motion to adjourn or remove the calle 
The call may be removed by a_ two-thirds 
votee 


2-lle If either house its in session 
upon a given daye whether or not the 
other house is in sessione that day 
shall constitute a legislative daye 
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CHAPTER 3 
Legislative Employees 


3-le The Yegistature shall 
prescribe the compensation of the 
officers and employees of each house by 
joint resolutione Each house shall 
prescribe the duties of its officers and 
employees and no payment shall be made 
from the state treasury» or be tn any 
way authorized to any such persons 
except to an acting officer or employee 
elected or appointed in pursuance of 
lawe 


3-2e Except as provided in Joint 
Rule 3+3 and Joint Rule 3-42 the 
business managers subject to the 
supervision of the Legislative Council 
and subject to the approval of the 
respective houses» shalt be responsible 
for personnel. 


3-3e The committee on legislative 
administration of each thouse shall 
appoint secretaries for standing or 
special committees on recommendation of 
the committee chairmans subject to the 
approval of the respective housese A 
secretary for a standing or = special 
committee is immediately responsible to 
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the committee chairmans. but when not 
occupted with the duties of a committees 
shall work under the direction of the 
chief stenographer of each thousee The 
director of the Legistative Services 
Division of the Legislative Council 
shall hire al? engrossing and enrolling 
typists and proofreadersSe 


3-4e The presiding officer and the 
majority and minority floor leader of 
each house may each appoint a private 
secretarye 


3-5e The secretary of the Senate 
and chief clerk of the House of 
Representatives are responsible to the 
presiding officers of their respective 
housese Their duties are: 


(a) To have custody of all 
recordse bills» documents and other 
paperse 


(b) To supervise the making and 
examination of the journals and the 
handling of bills and resolutionse 


(c) To deliver to the appropriate 
officers or officese as set forth in 
these rules during the session or at the 
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close of each sessions the journals bill 
books and resolution bookse and al! 
copies of introduced and engrossed bills 
and joint resolutionse 


{d) To collect from the chairman 
or secretaries of all standing 
committeess special committeess 
committees of the wholes and conference 
committeess the minutes of such 
committees and deliver them toc the state 
historical societye 


3-6¢ Journal clerks, bill clerks,s 
typistse and other employees responsible 
for legislative functionsys except 
secretaries for standing or special 
committees» secretaries to presiding 
officers» and secretaries to majority 
and minority floor leaderss are 
immediately responsible to the secretary 
of the Senate or the chief clerk of the 


Houses subject to the general 
supervision of the presiding officere 
Engrossing and enrolling clerks are 


immediately responsible to the director 
of the Legislative Services Division of 
the Legislative Council under the 
airection of the bills committece 


3-7e The duties of the engrossing 
and enrolling clerks are: 
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(3) To engross or enrol! all bills 
delivered to them within forty-eight 
hours after they have been receiveds 
unless further time is grantedse in 
writings by the presiding officer of the 
house in which the bill originatede 


{b) To correct clerical errorse 
with the consent of the secretary of the 
Senate or chief clerk of the House of 
Representativess in any bill originating 
in the house by which they are employede 
Clerical errors such as the _ following 
may be corrected: 


(i) errors in spelling 
(it) errors in numbering sections 


(iii) adding or deleting underlin- 
ing or lines through matter to be 
stricken 


(iv) material copied incorrectly 
from the most recent Revised Codes of 
Montanade 


Tne secretary of the Senate or 
chief clerk of the House shall obtain 
written permission from the principal 
sponsor before such corrections are 
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When a committee is the sponsor of 
2 bills any member thereof so designated 
by the chairman may be the principal 
sponsor for the purpose of this sectione 


3-82 {1) The sergeants-at-arms are 
responsible to the presiding officers of 
their respective thousese Their duties 
are: 


(a) To maintain. order under the 
direction of the presiding officere 


{b) To execute commands and serve 
all processese 


{c) To receives distribute and 
have custody of suppliese 


3-9e The assistant sergeant—at— 
armss doorkeeperss, watchmeny janitorss 
pages and other employees responsible 
for general housekeeping functions are 
immediately responsible to the 
sergeant-—at-arms»y subject to the general 
supervision of the presiding officere 


3-102 The duties of the chaplain of 
each house are to open each day’s 
session with a prayere 
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3-lle A legislative aide or 
Yegislative intern is a person who has 
registered with the business manager and 
to whom the business manager has issued 
a distinctive identification form such 
as a mame tage The business manager may 
issue such identification only upon 
receiving written verification from a 
member that the person = involved is 
serving him as an aide or interne A 
person may not represent: himself to be a 
legislative aide or intern untess he 
carries such identificatione The 
sergeants-at-arms and doorkeepers shalt 
enforce this rulee 


Qualifications for legislative 
interns are specified in Sections 43-720 
through 43-T3le ReCeMe 19472 Legislative 
aides must be of legal agee 


No member may designate more. than 
one aide or intern without the approval 
of the Joint Rules Committeee 


3-12e An employees tegisltative aide 
or legislative intern of either house is 
prohibited from lobbying as defined in 
Section 43-802(1)9 ReCeMe 19472 However » 
such person may testify before a 
committee of either house on the request 


JOINT RULES 





of the committeee Any person violating 
this rule shall be dischargede 


3-13¢ Disputes or complaints 
involving the competency or decorum of a 
legislative employee shall be referred 
to the committee on legislative 
administration of the house by which the 
employee is employede The committees, in 
its discretion: may dismiss» suspend or 
retain the employeee The committee on 
legislative administration shall 
periodically review the roster of 
employees and shall dismiss surplus 
employeese ; 

3-14e A business managery under the 
supervision of the Legislative Councils 
shall serve both the Senate and House of 
Representativese 


The duties of the business manager 
are as follows: 


(1) Prior to a legislative 
session: 


(a) order supplies for each house; 
(b) requisition printing of: 
(t) House and Senate stationerys 
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(ii) all necessary report formse 


(tii) printout sheets for House and 
Senate voting machiness and 


(iv) name plates for desks; 


(c) taventory atl interof fice 
forms and duplicate a supply; 


(d)} clean all tegislative 
committee roomse officess and House and 
Senate chambers and prepare them for the 
session; 


{e) prepare recommendation to 
Senate Committee on Finance and Claims 
and House Committee on Appropriations of 
proposed budget based on past sessions 
and anticipated expenditures; 


(f) requisition rental of office 
equipment including duplicating 
machiness adding machines and 
calculators; 


(9g) requisition parking permits; 

(h) collect applications for 
employment of legislative employees who 
are under the jurisdiction of the 
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legislative administration committees in 
both houses; 


(i) supervise installation and 
connections of Jlegislative telephone 
services; 


(j) assure that House and Senate 
roll cali and sound systems are 
serviced; 


(k} order name tags for each 
legislator; 


(1): prepere packets for first 
JegisYative day including printed rules» 
telephone directory and pencils; 


(m) assign committee space and 
order necessary committee sf#gns for 
doors; 


(nm) verify guide service with 
Legislative Council; 


(o) arrange for printing of 
seating charts; 


{p) take responsibility and 


control of legislative equipment and 
furnituree 
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(2) Ouring the session: 


(a) verify hours for daily payroll 
and prepare payrolls for signature; 


(b) prepare bimonthly © financial 
report and distribute the report to 
legislative leaders in each house and to 
members of the Senate Committee on 
Finance and Claims and House Committee 
on Appropriations; 


(c) order office supplies as 
required; 


({d) prepare all claims for 
payment. 


(3) Following the session: 
(a) provide Legislative Council 
with keys to all legislative committee 


rooms during the interim; 


{b) complete payroll forms = and 
reports; 


(c) prepare claims for bills 
incurred during session; 


{d) take closing inventory of ajl 
furniture and equipment and keep the 
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written inventory on file. 


(4) Perform any other services for 
the leadership and the committees on 
legislative administratione 


3-152 Contracts for purchase or 
lease of equipment and supplies made by 
the business manager during the 
legislative session shall be made on the 
approval of the committee on legislative 
administration of each houses subject to 
the review of the presiding officer of 
the respective housee 
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CHAPTER 4 
Order of Business 

4-1. After prayers roll calls and 
report on the journals the order of 
business of the Senate and House of 
Representatives is as follows: 

(1) Communications and petitions 

(2) Reports of standing committees 

{3) Reports of select committees 

(4) Messages from the governor 

(5) Messages from the other house 

(6) Motions 


(7) First reading and commitment 
of bills 


(8) Second reading of bills 
(committee of the whole) : 


(9) Third reading of bills 
{10) Unfinished business 
(11) Special orders of the day 
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(12) Announcement of committee 
meetings 


To revert to or pass to a new order 
of business requires only a majority 
votee Unless otherwise specified in the 
motion to recesses the house involved 
shall revert to order of business Noe 1 
when reconvening after a recesse 
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CHAPTER 5 
Motions 

5-le When a motion is made it shall 
be restated by the presiding officers 
ands if requested by the presiding 
officer or a members, shall be reduced to 
writing and read aloude A motion may be 
withdrawn by the member making it at any 
time before it is amended or voted upone 

5-2e When a question is under 
debate no motion may be made except the 
following privileged and subsidiary 
motions which have precedence in the 
order listed: 

{1) To adjourn 

(2) For a call of the house 

(3) To recess 

(4) Question of privilege 

(5) To lay on the table. 

(6) For the previous question 


(7) To postpone to a certain day 
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(8) To refer or commit 
(9) To amend 
(10) To postpone indefinitelye 


A question may be indefinitely 
postponed by a majority roll call vote 
of all members present and votinge When 
a bill Or resolution is postponed 
indefinitelye it is finally rejected and 
may not be acted upon again during the 
biennium except upon a motion of 
reconsideration made pursuant to Rule 
5-Ge 


5-3e No motion or proposition on a 
sub ject different from that under 
consideration shall be admitted under 
color of amendment or substitute. 


5-4e Any member mayr on the day 
the vote was taken or on the next day 
the house in which the action was taken 
és in sessions move to reconsider the 
questione A motion to reconsider may 
not be = withdrawn after such next 
legislative day without the unanimous 
consent of the house concerneds and 
thereafter any member may cal? it up for 
consideration; howevers a motion to 
reconsider made after the fifty-fourth 
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day of the session shall be disposed of 
when madee A motion to recall a 0»bill 
from the other house constitutes notice 
to reconsiders and shalt be acted on as 
a motion to reconsidere A motion to 
reconsider or to recatl a bill from the 
other house may be made anly under order 
of business Noe Sy and under that order 
of business takes precedence over atl 
motions except motions to recess or 
adjourne 


5-5e When a motion to reconsider is 
laid on the tables a two-thirds majority 
is required to take it from the tablee 
When a motion to reconsider fails» the 
question is finally and conclusively 
settlede 


5-6e (1) Except as provided in 
subsection (2) of this rules the ef fect 
of moving the previous questions if 
adopted» is to close debate immediatelys 
to prevent the moving of amendments or 
other subsidiary motionss and to bring 
to vote promptly the immediately pending 
main question and the adhering 
subsidiary motionse whether on appeal or 
otherwisee 


(2) When the previous question is 
ordered on any debatable question on 
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which there has been no. debates the 
question may be debated for one-half 
hours one-half of. such time to be given 
to the proponents and one-half to the 
opponentse 

5-Te A call of the house is not in 
order after the previous question is 
ordereds unless it appears upon an 
actual count by the presiding officer 
that a quorum is not presente 


5-8e The following motions are not 
debatable: 


(1) To adjourn 

(2) For a call of the house 

(3) To recess 

(4) for parliamentary inquiry 

(5) For suspension of the rules 
(6) To tay on the table 

(7) For the previous question 

(8) To timite extend the limits 


ofs or to close debate 


JOINT RULES 


Se ee ee se eee ee te ee ee acd 





(9) To amend an undebatable motion 
(10) To divide a question 


(ll) To pass business in committee 
of the whole 


(12) To take from the table 


(13) A deciston of the presiding 
officers unless appealed or unless he 
submits the question to the house for 
advice or decision 


(14) Al} incidental motionss such 
as motions relating to voting or other 
questions of 3 general procedural 
naturee 


5-9e A member may move to divide a 
question if tt includes two or more 
propositions so distinct in substance 
that if one thing is taken away a 
substantive question will remaine 


5-10e No more than one amendment 
and no more than one substitute motion 
may be made to a motione This rule 
permits the main motion and two 
modifying motions. 
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CHAPTER 6 


Bills and Resolutions 


Ae--Form of Bilits--Definition of 
Resolutions--Genergl Provisions 


6-le The only types of instruments 
other than bills which may be introduced 
in either house of the legislature are: 


{1) A simple resolution is a 
formalized motion passed by one house 
only and bears the heading “House 
Resolution" or “Senate Resolution". It 
may be used to amend the rules of one 
house or to provide for the _ internal 
affairs of the house adopting ite It 
does not require three readings or a 
roll call votee A member offering a 
simple resolution may read it in his 
place before introductione When a 
simple resolution has been introduceds 
it shall be referred to a committeee 
Final action shall be taken on the 
Committee of the Whole reporte The 
transmittal of copies of simpte 
resolutions is the responsibility of the 
chief clerk or secretary of the house of 
origine 


A copy of every simple resolution 
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is to be transmitted after adoption to 
the secretary of state by the secretary 
of the Senate or chief clerk of the 
HouSee 


(2) A joint resolution must be 
adopted by both houses and is not 
approved by the governore It may be used 
to express desires opinions sympathy» or 
request of the legislature; to amend the 
joint rules; to ratify or propose 
amendments to the United States 
Constitution; and to direct changes toe 
repeals or direct adoption ofs a rule in 
the Montana Administrative Codee Except 
as otherwise provided in these rules’ or 
the Constitution of the State of 
Montanary a joint resolution is treated 
in all respects as a bille 


A copy of every joint resolution is 
to be transmitted after adoption to the 
secretary of state by the secretary of 
the Senate or chief clerk of the Housee 


6-2 Bills shall? be typewritten on 
paper eignt and one-half by eleven 
inches with twenty-five numbered lines» 
and shall be introduced in 
quedruplicatee Pica type and a good 
tlack ribbon must be usede Bills shall 
be numbered at the foot of each page 
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(except page one) and shall have white 
covers of a substantial materiale In 
sections amending existing statutes» 
matter to be stricken out shalt be 
indicated with a line through the words 
or part to be deleted» and new matter 
shall be underlinede Sections of the 
most recent Revised Codes of Montana 
repealed or amended in a bill shall be 
Stated in the title except for general 
appropriation bills and bills for the 
codétfication and general revision of the 
Tawse Introduced bills will be 
reproduced on white paper and 
distributed to legislatorse 


6-30 No bills except general 
appropriation billss and bills for the 
codification and general revision of the 
lawse shall contain more than one 
subjects  whéch shall be clearly 
expressed in the :titlee The enacting 
clause of every law shall be as follows: 
"Be it enacted by the legislature of the 
state of Montana". 


A bill shall be used to propose 
amendments to the Constitution of the 
State of Montana and shalt not be 
subject to the veto of the governor 
(Montana Constitutions, Arts Vie Sece 
LO¢L))e 
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6-42 All appropriation bills shall 
originate in ‘the House of 
Representativese 


The general appropriation bills 
shall embrace nothing but appropriations 
for the ordinary expenses of the 
legislatives executive and judicial 
departments of the states interest on 
public debt and for public schoolse All 
other appropriations shall be made by 
separate bills» each embracing but one 
Subject (Montana Constitutions Arte V» 
Sece 11 (4))e Appropriation bitlis' for 
the operation of the legislature shall 
be introduced by the chairman of the 
House Committee on Appropriationse 


6-5e Every statutes unless a 
different time is prescribed thereins 
takes effect on the first day of July of 
the year of its passage and approval. 
Every joint resoluttons untess a 
different time ts prescribed thereing 
takes effect from its passage (Sections 
43-507 and 43-5099 ReCeMe 1947) 


Be--Introduction 


6-64 Bills will be checked by the 
staff of the Legal Services Division of 
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the Legislative Council prior to 
consideration by a committee of the 
Yegistatures for proper formats styles 
and legal forme A stamp shall be affixed 
to the bill cover and initialed 
indicating this reviewe If such stamp is 
not affixed at the time the bill is 
delivered to the appropriate committee 
chairmans the chairman shall cause the 
bill to be transmitted to the Legal 
Services Division for such reviewe 
Members should make every effort to 
present proposed bills to the Division 
in advance of introduction of the bille 
Bills will be entered on the automated 
bill drafting equipment and typed to 
facilitate a more rapid reproductione If 
a bill ts not so entered prior to 
introductions it will not be considered 
by any committee until it has been 
reviewed and enterede This review will 
be made after the eighteenth daye If the 
sponsor is notified of a problem with a 
bill and does not respond to the 
director of the Legal Services Divisions 
Legislative Councils within two 
legislative days» the bill will be 
referred to the committee on rules in 
the house where the bill was introducede 


A bill may be introduced by 
endorsing it with the name of a member 
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or committee and presenting it to the 
chief clerk or secretary in 
quadruplicatee Billse joint resolutions, 
and simple resolutions shall be numbered 
consecutively in each session of the 
legislature in separate series in the 
order of their receipte 


Any bill proposed by a legislative 
committee or introduced by request of an 
administrative or executive agency or 
department shall be so tndicated 
following the names of the sponsorse “By 
Request of (Name of 
Agency or Committee}. 








A bill which results from a interim 
study committee may be introduced in the 
name of the interim committeee The 
chairman of the interim committees or a 
member designated by himy shall manage 
the bille 


Bills may be prefileds numbered and 
preprinted prior to a legislative 
sessione This will be the responsibility 
of the staff of the Legislative Council. 
Actual signatures may appear on the face 
of the prefiled bill or signatures may 
be obtained on a consent form from the 
Legislative Councile Additional sponsors 
may be added at the time of introduction 
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on the first legislative days on motion 
of the chief sponsore These names will 
be forwarded to the Legislative Council 
to be inctuded on the face of the bill 
following standing committee approval. 


All prefiled bills will be made 
available to the publice 


6-Te Bills may be introduced until 
5 peme on the eighteenth legislative 
days except revenue billse Committee 
Bills approved by the rules committee of 
the house in which the committee bill 
originated and appropriation billse 


All bill drafting requests must be 
submitted to the Legislative Council 
Staff by 5S Ppeme of the fourteenth 
legislative days A sponsor of a bill 
drafted pursuant to a timely requests 
but which is not delivered by the 
eighteenth day by the Legislative 
Councils shall have two legislative days 
after delivery to introduce the bDills No 
other bills except revenue and 
appropriation bills may be introduced 
after 5 Ppeme on the eighteenth 
legislative days 


Revenue bills must be introduced by 
5 PeMe on the twenty-fifth legislative 
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daye Committee bills approved by the 
rules committee of the house in which 
the committee bill originated may be 
introduced by the fortieth legislative 
daye There is no time bimit for 
introduction of appropriation billse 


Joint Resolutions affecting rules 
adopted in the Montana Administrative 
Code may be introduced and transmitted 
at any time during a sessione 


Requests for interim studtes may be 
made by joint resolution only and may be 
introduced and transmitted at any time 
during a sessione 


6-8e No bill may be introduced or 
received in a house after that nouse has 
finally rejected a bill during that 
session designed to accomplish the same 
purpose save upon approval by the rules 
committee of the house in which the bill 
is offered for introduction or 
receptione 


Failure to override 3a veto does not 
constitute final rejectione 


6-9e At least three-fourths of a 
standing committee must consent to the 
introduction of a committee bille 
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Co--First Reading and Commitment 


6-102 No motion affecting a bill is 
in order on its first reading except as 
provided in Joint Rule 6-664 


Upon introduction or reception of a 
bills the chief clerk of the House or 
the secretary of the Senate shall 
publicly post upon a listing that bill 
by a Summary of its title in the house 
of origin and by a summary of its title 
and by its history in the second houses 
together with a notation of the 
committee to which it has been assigneds 
and such posting shall constitute the 
first reading of the bille 


6é—-lle No - bill shall be considered 
or become a law unless referred to a 
committee and returned therefrome 


6-1l2e Upon introduction or 
reception of a bille it shall be 
referred to a committee by the presiding 
officere 


6-136 A biti may be recommitted at 
any time before its passagee 


De--Amendments and Substitute Bills 
-_ 34- 
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6-14e No law shall be rewised or 
amendede or the provisions thereof 
extended by reference to its title onlyr 
but so much thereof as is reviseds 
amended or extended shall be reenacted 
and published at ltengthe 


6-15e No law shall ‘be passed except 
by bills» and no bii1 shall be so altered 
or amended on its passage through either 
house as to change its original purpose 
(Montana Constitutions Arte Vs Sece 
11(1))- 


6-16<¢ A committee may recommend 
that every clause in a bill be changed 
and that entirely new matter be 
substituted so long as the new matter is 
relevant to the title and subject of the 
Original bille <A substitute bill shall 
he considered as an amendment and not as 
a new bill. 


6-17-¢ The proper form of reporting 
a substitute bill by a committee is to 
propose amendments to strike out all of 
the bill following the enacting clause 
and to substitute the new bills 
recommending also any necessary changes 
in the titlee If a committee report 
recommending a substitute for a bill 
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originating in the other house is 
adopteds the substitute bill shall be 
printede 


6-182 Amendments to a bill by the 
second house shall not be _ further 
amended by the house in which the bill 
originateds but must either be accepted 
or rejectede If the amendments are 
rejecteds a conference committee may be 
requested by the house in which the bil} 
originatede 


6-194 If a majority of a house 
adopts a recommendation for the passage 
of a bill originating in that house 
after it has been returned from a 
committee with amendments? not less than 
six hundred copies of the bill shall be 
printed on canary paper with at} 
amendments incorporated into the printed 
copiese If the bill has been returned 
from a committee without amendmentss 
only the first sheet shall be printed on 
canary papers and the remainder of the 
text incorporated by reference to the 
preceding printed version of the entire 
bille Bills referred to the bDills 
committee of the house of origin for 
printing must be reported within three 
days unless further time is granted by 
that housee 
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Ee--Engrossing and Enrolling 


6-20e When a bill has been reported 
favorably by committee of the whole of 
the house of origin and the report has 
been adoptedys the bill shall be 
engrossed under the direction of the 
bills committees and when reported 
correctly engrossed by the committee 
shall be placed on the calendar for 
third reading on the succeeding 
legislative daye Committee of the whole 
amendments shall be included in the 
engrossed bille Copies of the engrossed 
bill to be distributed to Jlegistators 
will be reproduced on blue papere If a 
bill is unamended by the committee of 
the wholes contains no clerical errorss 
and is neatly writtens it may be 
engrossed without retypings and only the 
first sheet shall be printed on blue 
paper with the remainder of the text 
incor porated by reference to the 
preceding printed version of the’ entire 
bille 


EF a bill is amended by the 
standing committee or committee of the 
whole in the second house » the 
amendments will be included = in a 
reference bill and distributed in the 
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second house for third reading 
consideratione The amendments will also 
be reproduced and attached to the 
reference bille If the bill passes on 
third readings copies of the reference 
bill and second house amendments will be 
distributed in the original housee 


6-21le When a bill has passed both 
houses it shall be enrolled by the 
Legislative Services Division of the 
Legislative Council as an act of the 
legislature under the direction of the 
bills committee of the house of origins 
An original and three duplicate 
typewritten copies of the bill shall be 
enrolleds free from all corrections and 
errorss with a margin of two inches at 
the top and one inch on each sides with 
twenty-five unnumbered lines to the 
pagee In sections amending existing 
Statutes new matter shall be underlineds 
and matter stricken with a line through 
it shal} be omittede The typewriting 
shall be done with a black record 
ribbons pica types on paper eight and 
one-half inches wide and eleven’ inches 
Yonge The original and two copies only 
of the bill shall be red linede The 
history of the bill shall also be 
enrolled and placed in back of the bill 
in a white manuscript covers upon which 
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is written the number of the bill and 
the titlee 


When the enrolling has been 
completeds the bill? shall be examined by 
the author and the bills committee § and 
reported correctly enroltlede 


The correctly enrolted bill shall 
be delivered to the presiding officer of 
the house in which the bill originatede 
The presiding officer shalt announce 
from the rostrums the announcement to be 
entered in the journals the specific 
bilis to be signed by him and shall 
designate a time when such bill shal? be 
signede and he shall sign the original 
and two copies of each bill delivered to 
him not later than the next legislative 
day after it has been reported correctly 
enrolleds unless the bill is delivered 
on the last legistative day in which 
event it shall be signed that day. The 
fact of signing shall be entered upon 
the journal no later than the next 
legislative daye At any time after the 
report of a bill correctly enrolled and 
before the Signinge if a member 
signifies his desire to examine the 
bills tte shall be permitted to do. soe 
The bill shall then be transmitted to 
the other house where the same procedure 


aig 
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shall be folltowede 


The original and two copies signed 
by the presiding officer of each house 
shall be presented by the bills 
committee to the governore The bills 
committee shall take a receipt from the 
governor and shall report to the house 
the day and hour of such presentations 
which shall be entered in the journale 
The original and the unsigned copy shal! 
be filed with the secretary of statee 
Signed copies with chapter numbers 
assigned pursuant to Section 82-22099 
shall be filed with the clerk of the 
supreme court and the Legislative 
Services Division of the Legislative 
Councile 


Fe--Second _Reading--Committee of the 
Whole | 


6-220 Atl bills which have been 
reported by 2 committees accepted by the 
house concerned and printeds shall be 
posted on the calendar for consideration 
by committee of the wholee The 
sergeants-at-—arms of the respective 
houses shall record the time each bill 
is received and the time the bill is 
placed on members* deskse Until the 
fiftieth legislative days one day must 
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elapse between the time a committee 
approved bill is placed on the members* 
desks and consideration by committee of 
the whole. Bills shall be arranged on 
the calendar in numerical order unless 
they are companion bills or are 
otherwise ordered by the house or 
committee of the whole of the house 
concernede 


6-23¢e Every bill considered an 
committee of the whole shatl be read by 
a summary of its title and by its 
history and considered section by 
sectione 


5-24e Prior to adoption of a 
committee of the whole reports a member 
May move to segregate a bille If the 
motion prevails» the bill remains on 
second readinge 


6-25e When a committee of the whole 
report on a bill ts rejected the bill 
shall remain on second readinge 


6-266 Either house may resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole by 
approval of a motion for that purpose. 
So far as may be applicables the rules 
governing each house shall be observed 
when that house resolves itself into a 
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committee of the wholes except as 
follows: 


(1) The only motions in order are: 
to amend; to recommend passage or 
nonpassage; to recommend concurrence or 
nonconcurrence; to indefinitely 
postpone; to pass consideration; to 
rise; to rise and report; and to rise 
and report progress and ask leave to sit 
aqgaine 


(2) The committee may not appoint 
subcommitteese 


(3) The committee may not punish 
its members for misconducts but may 
report disorder to the house concernede 


(4) Unless otherwise prescribed by 
either house before going into committee 
of the wholes a member may speak as 
often as he is recognized and for as 
long each time as is allowed in debate 
in the particular housee 


6-2Te After a committee of the 
whole has been formedy the presiding 
officer shall appoint a chairman to 
presidee Upon resuming the chairs the 
presiding officer shall receive the 
report of the chairman of the committee 
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and the house shall take action on the 
reporte 


Ge--Tthird Reading-—Governor’s Veto 


6-28 No bill shall become a law 
except by vote of a majority of all the 
members present in each houser nor 
unless on its final passage the vote be 
taken by ayes and noese and the names of 
those voting be entered on the journal 
(Montana Constitutions, Arte Ve Sece 
1L(1L) and (2))e 


Any vote in one _ house on a bill 
proposing an amendment to the Montana 
State Constitution where the 
mathematical possibility exists of 
obtaining the necessary two-thirds vote 
of the legislature: will cause the bill 
to progress as though it had received 
the majority votee 


6-29«¢ Every bill shall be read 
three times prior to passages either by 
title or by summary of title as provided 
in these rulese The first reading shal} 
be as prescribed in Joint Rule 6-10; the 
second prior to debate in committee of 
the whole; and the thirds which shall be 
by complete titles prior to final 
passagee No bill shall receive more than 
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one reading on the same day except on 
the last legislative daye No amendment 
may be offered on the third readinge 


6-306 (1) Each bill passed by the 
Vegislatures except bills proposing 
amendments to the Montana Constitutions 
bills ratifying proposed amendments to 
the United States Constitutions 
resolutionss and referendum measures of 
the legislatures shall be submitted to 
the governor for his signaturee If he 
does not sign or veto the bill within 
five days after its delivery to him if 
the legislature is in session or within 
twenty-five days if the legislature is 
adjournedy it shall become a lawe The 
governor shall return a vetoed bill to 
the legislature with a statement of his 
reasons therefore 


(2) The governor may return any 
bill to the legislature with his 
recommendation for amendmente If the 
legislature passes the bill in 
accordance with the governor's 
recommendation, it shell again return 
the bill to the governor for his 
reconsideratione The governor shall not 
return a bill for amendment a2 second 
timee 
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(3) If after receipt of a veto 
messages two-thirds of the members 
present approve the bills it shall 
become lawe 


(4) If the legislature is not in 
session when the governor vetoes a bills 
he shall return the bill with his 
reasons therefor to the legislature as 
provided by tlawe The legislature may 
reconvene to reconsider any bitl so 
vetoede 


(5) The governor may veto items in 
appropriation billss and in such 
instances the procedure shall be the 
same as upon veto of an entire bill 
(Montana Constitutione Arte Vie Sece 
10). 


6-3le Upon receipt of a veto 
message the presiding officer shall read 
the messagee After the reading a2 member 
may move that the governor’s veto shall 
be overriddene A vote on the motion 
shall be determined by roll calle If 
two-thirds of the members present vote 
"aye" the veto is overriddene If 
two-thirds of the members present do not 
vote "aye" the veto is sustainede 


6-32e If the governor returns a 
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bill to the originating house with his 
recommendations for amendments such 
house shail reconsider the bill under 
its rules relating to amendment offered 
in committee of the wholee The bill is 
then subject to the following 
procedures: 


{a) The ortginating house shall 
transmit to the second houses for 
consideration under its rules relating 
to amendments in committee of the wholes 
the bill and the originating house's 
approval or disapproval of the 
governor’s recommendationse 


{b) If both houses approve’ the 
governor’s recommendations the bill 
shall be returned to the governor for 
his reconsideratione 


(c) If both houses disapprove the 
governor*s recommendations the bill 
shall be returned to the governor for 
his reconsideratione 


(d) If one house disapproves’ the 
governor®’s recommendations and the other 
house approvese then either house may 
request a conference committee which may 
be a free conference committeee 
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(i) If both houses adopt a 
conference committee reports the bill in 
accordance with the report shalt. be 
returned to the governor for his 
reconsideratione 


(ti) If a conference committee 
fails to reach agreement or if its 
report is not adopted by both houses the 
governor’s recommendations shall be 
considered not approved and the bill 
shall be returned to the governor for 
further consideratione 


6-—33e Each house shall transmit to 
the other with any bill all relevant 
paperse When a house bill is transmitted 
from the House of Representatives to the 
Senates the secretary of the Senate 
shall give a dated receipt for the bill 
to the chief clerk of the Housee When a 
Senate bill is transmitted to the House 
of Representativess the chief clerk of 
the House shall give a dated receipt to 
the secretary of the Senatee 


6-342 NO billses except for 
appropriation biliss revenue bills and 
amendments considered by joint committee 
need to be acted upon (save for 
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reference to a committee by the 
presiding officer) if transmitted from 
one house to the other after the 
forty-fifth legislative days but = shail 
be held pending in the house to which it 
is transmitted unless two-thirds of the 
members present and voting shall 
determine that the bill shall be acted 


upone Amendmentses except to 
appropriation bills and revenue billss 
shall likewise be deferred for 


consideration if transmitted after the 
fifty-fifth legislative day thereofe 


A revenue.bill is one which would 
either increase or decrease tax 
collectionse 


Appropriation and revenue bills 
shall be transmitted from the original 
house on or before the fiftieth day 
unless two-thirds of the members present 
and voting in the receiving house shall 
determine that the bill may be 
transmitted after the fiftieth daye 


6-35e When a bill has received its 
third reading or has been rejecteds the 
house that considered the bill shall 
immediately transmit it to the other 
house with notice of its actione 
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6-366 All ‘bills reported out of a 
committee of the legislature having an 
effect on the revenuese expendituress or 
fiscal liability of the states except 
appropriation measures carrying specific 
dollar amounts» shall inctude a fiscal 
note incorporating an estimate of such 
effecte The Legislative Council staff 
shall indicate at the top of each bill 
prepared for introduction that a fiscal 
note may be necessary under this rulee 
Fiscal notes shall be requested by the 
presiding officer of either houses who 
shall determine the need for the note at 
the time of introductions based on the 
Legislative Council Staff 
recommendation. 


The state budget directors in 
cooperation with the agency or agencies 
affected by the bills is responsible for 
the preparation of the fiscat note and 
shall return the same within six daysy 
unless further time is granted by the 
presiding officer or committee making 
the request based upon a written 
statement from the budget director that 
esdditional time is necessary to properly 
prepare the notee 


A completed fiscal note shall be 
submitted by the budget director to the 
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presiding officer who requested ite who 
shall refer it to the committee 
considering the bille All fiscal notes 
shall be printed and placed on the 
members® deskSe 


_Fiscal notes shall» where possibley 
show in dollar amounts the estimated 
increase or decrease in revenues or 
expendituress costs which nay be 
absorbed without additional fundss and 
long-range financial implicationse No 
comment or opinion relative to merits of 
the bill shalt be included; howevers 
technical or mechanical defects may be 
notede 


A fiscal note also may be requested 
on a bill and on an amendment by: 


(1) a committee considering the 
bills or 


(2) a majority of the members of 
the house in which the bill is to be 
considereds at the time of second 
readings or 


(3) the chief sponsor through the 
presiding officere 


The budget director shall make 
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available on request to any member of 
the legislature all background 
information used in devetoping a fiscal 
note (Sections 43-1001 through 43-1006¢ 
ReCeMe 1947) 6 
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CHAPTER 7 
Committees 


7-le The committee on legislative 


administration of each house shall 
consider all matters concerned with 
seatings mileage and per dieme 


legislative employeess the control of 
the legislative propertys - and the 
budgeting for and expenditure of 
appropriations for the operation of the 
legislatures in cooperation with the 
business managere 


7-202 A standing committee shal} 
submit a written report in triplicate on 
atl bitts or matters referred to it 
within seven days after referencey 
unless at the request of the committee 
and for good cause shownse further time 
is granted by the house concernede 


7-3e¢ If the members of a committee 
cannot agree on a reports the majority 
and minority of the committee present at 
a committee meeting may submit separate 
reportse Only one minority report may be 
submittede Such reports shall be entered 


at length on the journals unless 
otherwise ordered by the house 
concernede 


JOINT RULES 


ee ee ce ee eee ee ee ee ae Se ee ee ee eS ee ee eee oe ee ee 


T-4e All committees and 
subcommittees shall keep minutes of 
their meetings ands at the close of the 
sessions shall make five complete copies 
and shall turn the original of the 
minutes over to the chief clerk of the 
House or secretary of the Senate for 
delivery to the historical societye The 
majority and minority leader of each 
house and the Legislative Council = shall 
each be given one copy of the minutese 


7-5e The committee on bills and 
journals the rules committees and 
conference committees may report at any 
times except during a call of the house 
or when a vote is being takene Reports 
from the bills and journal committee 
shall stand approved without formal 
actione 


T-650 Ald bills providing for an 
appropriation of oublic moneys may first 
be considered by a joint committee 
composed of the members of the Senate 
Committee on Finance and Claims and the 
House Committee on Appropriationse and 
then by each separatelye Meetings of the 
joint committee shalt be held upon call 
of the chairman of the House Committee 
on Appropriations who shall be chairman 
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of the jotnt committee. 


7-Te The chairman of each committee 
has general control and direction of the 
hall and committee room of the committee 
over which he presidesy subject to the 
control of the presiding officer under 
Rule 1-3e Except as provided in Joint 
Rule T-69 the chairman of the Senate 
committee shall be chairman of all joint 
committeese 


7-8e If either house requests a 
conference and appoints 3a committee for 
the purpose of discussing an amendment 
on which the Senate and the House of 
Representatives cannot agreey the other 


house shall appoint a committee 
consisting of the same number of 
membersSe The time and place of all 


conference committee meetings shat! be 
agreed upon by their chairman and be 
announced from the rostrume This 
announcement is in order at any timee 
Failure to make this announcement’ shall 
not affect the validity of the 
legislatione The conference committeess 
having conferreds shall report to their 
respective houses the result of their 
conferencee A conference committee shall 
confine itself to the disputed 
amendmente 
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If either house requests a free 
conference committee and the other house 
concursSs appointments will ove made the 
same 35 abovee A free conference 
committee may discuss a bill in its 
entirety and is not confined to a 
particular amendmente 


7-9e In joint Committees other than 
conference committeess members vote 
individually and not by housese Because 
conference committees are joint meetings 
of separate committees» in conference 
committees the committees from each 
house vote separatelys and a majority of 
each committee nust agree before any 
action may be takene 


7-106 When a conference committee 
report is filed with the secretary or 
clerk the same shall be read under order 
of business Noe 39 select committees» 
and placed on the calendar for 
consideration on second readinge If 
recommended favorably by the committee 
of the wholes it may be considered on 
third reading the same legislative daye 
Gn the final legislative day a 
conference committee report shall be 
placed on the calendar for immediate 
consideration on second reading and 
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shall be further considered on third 
reading the same legislative days 


T-lle Accredited press 
representatives may not be excluded from 
any public legislative meeting or 
hearing and may not be prohibited from 
taking photographs» televisings or 
recording the committee or house 
hearingss subject to the discretion of 
the presiding officer in all matters of 
decorum and ordere 
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CHAPTER 8 
Rules and Journal 


8-le Each house shall keep a 
journal of its proceedingse and mays in 
its discretions from time to times 
publish the sames and the ayes and noes 
on any question shalle at the request of 
any two memberssy be entered on the 
journale 


8-22 The proceedings of each house 
which shall be entered on its journal 
include: 


(1) the number of each bill when 
it is introduced and subsequently 
considered; the title of each bill shall 
be printed in the index of the permanent 
journalse 


(2) every motion and the name of 
the member making it; 


(3) proposed constitutional 
amendments which have been voted for by 
two-thirds of the members (Montana 


Constitutions Arte XIVe Sece 8)5 


(4) committee reports; 
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(5) roll call votes; 


(6) messages from the governor and 
the other house; 


(7) an .entry of the oath taken by 
the members (Sece 43-2099 ReCeMe 1947) 


8-3. The bills and journal 
committee of each house shall supply the 
director of the Legislative Services 
Division of the Legislative Council with 
the contents of the daily journal to be 
programmed on automated equipments 
examine its journals distribute a daily 
journal to all legislatorse correct any 
errors, and report each legislative day 
immediately after roll calle 


8-46 The journal of the Senate must 
be authenticated by the signature of the 
presidents and the journal of the House 
of Representatives by the signature of 
the speakere The distribution of the 
completed journals shall be made by the 
Legislative Services Division of the 
Legislative Council (Sece 43-3049 ReCeMe 
1947). 


B-Se (1) A joint rule may be 
repealed or amended only with the 
concurrence of both housess under the 
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procedures adopted by each house for the 
repeal or amendment of its own rulese 


(2) A joint rule governing the 
procedure for handling bills may be 
temporarily suspended by the consent of 
two-thirds of the members of either 
houses insofar as it applies to the 
house suspending ite 


(3) Any rules committee report 
recommending a change in joint rules 
shall be referred to the other house for 
concurrent actione Any new rule or = any 
chance in the rutes of either house 
Shall be transmitted to the other house 
for informational purposese 


8-66 Mason*®s Manual of Legislative 
Procedure governs the proceedings of the 
Senate and House of Representatives in 
all cases not covered by these rulese 


8-Te The Legislative Council? shall 
codify and publish in one volume the 
rules of the Senates the rules of the 
House of Representatives and the joint 
rules of the Senate and House of 
Representativese Upon adoptiony the 
secretary of the Senate and the chief 
clerk of the House of Representatives 
shall provide the office of the 
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Legislative Council with one copy of all 
motions or resolutions amending Senatey 
house or joint rulesy and with copies of 
alt minutes and reports of the rules 
committeese After the rules have been 
publisheds the Legislative Council shall 
distribute copies as directed by the 
Senate and House of Representatives» 


8-8. Pursuant to the authority 
established in Sections 43-901 through 
43-9049 the following fee schedule is 
established for the legislative 
proceedings: 


One complete set of the proceedings 
of any regular SeSsions $2005 an 
additional $75 is required for mailing 
by first-class mail; an additional $100 
is required for airmail deliverye 


One complete set of the proceedings 
of any special sessiony $256 


Single copies of billss resolutions 
or amendments may be purchased according 
to the length of the document as 
follows: 


1-15 PAGES ccosececvesvceesves } a2 5 
16-40 PAGES cocevceccvecssened 250 
41-100 PAGESexrcoccesessseves ef5 
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101-200 pageSececcescccccceSle00 
Over 200 PAGES eoescvecceecee $2000 

Single copies of status sheetse 
status of proceedings,» 
iNdiceSeeccccscceccsescecccsees ol 


Copies of enacted billseeeecost of 
reproductione 
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CHAPTER 9 
Voting Procedure 


9-le Except as provided in Joint 
Rule 9-29 every member present when a 
question is put shall vote unless the 
house of which he is a member excuses 
hime 


9-2e A member who has a personal or 
private interest in any measure or bill 
proposed or pending before the 
legislature shall. disclose the fact to 
the house of which he is a members and 
shall not vote thereon. 


9-3- Amendments to the constitution 
may be proposed by any member of the 
Tlegislaturee If adopted by an 
affirmative roll call vote of two-thirds 
of alti the members of the legislatures 
the amendment shall be deemed approved 
by the legislature {Montana 
Constitutions Arte XIVs Sece Uje 


9-4e When a measure requiring the 
concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
is under considerations a majority vote 
is suffictent to decide any question 
relating to the measure short of third 
readinge 
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9-5e A roll call vote shall be 
taken on the request of two memberse 


9-6e On a roll call vote the names 
of the members shall be called 
alphabetically» unless an electrical 
voting system is usede A member may not 
vote or change his vote after the 
decision is announced from the chaire A 
member may not explain his vote until 
after the decision is announced from the 
chairs 


9-Te (1) On third reading the 
question shall be stated as follows: 
"Senate (or House) bill number __ 
having been read three several timesys 
the question iss shail the bill pass (or 
be concurred in)e* 


(2) If an electrical voting system 
is used the presiding officer shall ring 
the bell after stating the question and 
then state “Those in favor vote yea and 


those opposed vote Noe” After a 
reasonable pause the presiding officer 
asks “Hos every member voted?" 


(reasonable pause) “Does any member wish 
to change his or her vote?" (reasonable 
pause) “The clerk (secretary) will now 
record the votee" 
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9-8. Two members may pair on a 
measure that will be determined by a 
majority vote. On a measure requiring a 
two-thirds vote for adoption three 
members may paire with two members for 
the measure and one member againstes 
Pairing is permicted only when one of 
the paired members is absent when the 
vote is takene 


9-9e An agreement to pair must be 
in writing and dated and signed oy the 
members agreeing to be bounds and must 
specify the duration of the paire when 
an agreement to pair is filed with the 
secretary of the Senate or chief clerk 
of the House of Representativess it 
shall bind the members signing until the 
expiration of time for which it was 
signeds unless the paired members sooner 
appear and ask that the agreement be 
cancellede 


9-106 Every vote of each member of 
the Yegislature on each substantive 
question in the legislatures in = any 
committees or in committee of the whole 
shall be recorded and made publice On 
final passage of any bill or joint 
resolution the vote shall be taken by 
ayes .and noes and the names entered on 
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the journale A roll catl vote shall be 
taken on nonsubstantive questions on the 
request of two memberse who may likewise 
on any votes request that the ayes and 
noes be spread upon the journale Roll 
call votes and other votes which are to 
be made public but are not specifically 
required to be spread upon the journal 
shall be entered in the minutes of the 
appropriate committee or of the 
appropriate house and a copy of such 
minutes shall be filed with the Montana 
state historical society (4ontana 
Constitutions Arte Ve Sece LI(2))- 


JOINT RULES 


See N'A F°E nO Ges 


oe) 
ais Ni! y we a 0) 


i ie 3 Loge iat panies! 
a il ‘Ay * vi ) iat? a fa 


we, ie rey g cdl ot 


Me if din ae 


Ke 


r ms, 


ae ay “y il me iis Ry : 





SENATE RULES 


a a a ee ee en ie ee ee re ee ee ee ee 


CHAPTER 1 


Presiding Officer -- Decorum, 
Order and Debate 


Sl-le At the beginning of each 
biennium the senate shall choose a 
president from its membership who shall 
be the presiding officere In case of 
the absence or disqualification of the 
presidents the president pro tempore of 
the senate shall perform the duties of 
the president until the vacancy is 
filled or the disability removede 


S1-2e The senate shally at the 
beginning of each regular sessions = and 
at such other times as may be necessarys 
elect one of its members president pro 
temporee The senate shall choose its 
other officerss and shall judge of the 
electionss returnss and qualifications 
of its memberse 


S1l-3-« The president and president 
pro tempores when acting as presiding 
officer of the senates shall vote as any 
other member of the senatee 


$1-4e The president may name a 
senator to perform the duties of the 
chairs when the president pro tempore is 
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not present in the senate chambere The 
senator who is so named is vested during 
such time with all the powers of the 
president; but he does not lose the 
right to vote on any question while 
presidinge 


S$1-5e No senator shall speak more 
than twice on any one motion or question 
without unanimous consent of the senates 
unless he has introduced or proposed the 
motion or question under debates in 
which case he may speak twice and also 
close the debatee Howevers a senator 
who has spoken shall not speak again on 
the same motion or question to the 
exclusion of a senator who has not 
Spokene 


Sl-6e On order of business Noe 8 
= In addition to other methods a 
recorded vote may be made en the 
following manner: the chair may call for 
a voice vote to accept or reject a 
questione If the vote is other than 
unanimouse the chair may ask that the 
lesser number on the question indicate 
their vote by standinge The secretary 
will then record the vote of those 
standinge The chair may then rule that 
unless excused those not standing and 
present have voted on the prevailing 
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side of the question and that their vote 
be recorded as suche If there was a 
unanimous voice votee all those present 
will be recorded as having voted for the 
questione 


Si-7Te Only the following persons 
may be admitted to the floor of the 
senate during sessions: legislatorss 
legislative officers and employees whose 
presence is necessary for the conduct of 
the business of the sessions accredited 
members of the presses radio and 
televisions former legislatorse The 
rules committee shall be allowed to make 
exceptions for visiting dignitariese 
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CHAPTER 4 
Order of Business 


S4-le On order of business Noe 2 
(reports of standing committees)» no 
debate shall be had on any report unless 
a minority report or a report without 
recommendation has been submittede Any 
member seeking a reconsideration of the 
senate*’s action on the adoption of a 
committee report shall do so on order of 
business Noe 6 by motion to reconsidere 
Any member may make such motion and need 
not have voted on the prevailing sidee 
This rule’ shall apply notwithstanding 
any joint rule to the contrarye 


A bill reported from committee 


without recommendation shall be ordered 
printed and placed on second readinge 
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CHAPTER 5 
Motions 


S5-le All proper motions on second 
reading are debatablee If a motion to 
reconsider third reading action on a 
bill or resolution is carrtedy there 
shal? be no further action on that bill 
or resolution until the succeeding 
legislative daye 
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CHAPTER 6 
Bills and Resolutions 


S6-le Any bill or resolution = may 
be introduced during a special sessions 
provided however that the Rules 
Committee shall determine which bills or 
resolutions shall be considered during a 
special sessions including bills or 
resolutions carried over from previous 
sessionsSe This rule shall apply to both 
house and senate bills or resolutionse 
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CHAPTER T 
Committees 


ST-le The senate shall elect a 
committee on committees consisting of 3 
memberss¢ except when the senate is 
evenly divided between partiess when the 
committee on committees shall consist of 
6 membersSs 3 from each partye The 
committee on committeess with the 
approval of the senates shall appoint 
Standing and select committees of the 
senates and senate membership on joint 
committees except conference committees 
and special committeese The president 
shall appoint atl conference committees 
and special committees with the advice 
of the majority and minority floor 
leaderSe The senate may change the 
membership of any committee on one day'"s 
noticee 


The Standing committees of the 
senate are as follows: 


le Agricultures Livestock and 
Irrigation 


2e Bills and Journal 
3e Business and Industry 


SENATE RULES 
4e Education 
Se Finance and Claims 
6e Highways and Transportation 
Te Judiciary 
8e Labor and Employment Relations 
9e Legislative Administration 
10e Local Government 


lle Natural Resources 









i2e Fish and Game 


136 Public 
Safety 


Healthe Welfare and 


Rules 
15e State Administration 
166 Taxation 

ST-2e The democratic floor leader 
shall be an ex officio member of all 
committees in order to establish a 


Quorume 
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S7-3e If any final vote on a bill 
in a standing committee results in a tie 
votes the bill shall be reported out of 
committee without recommendation and 
advanced to second reading in the same 
manner as if the vote had been for 
recommending passage of the bille 


S7-4e wwhen a conference committee 
report is filed with the secretarys the 
same shall be read under order of 
business Noe 39 Select Committeess and 
placed on the calendar the succeeding 
Yegislative day for consideration = on 
second readinge If recommended 
favorably by the committee of the wholes 
it may be considered on third reading 
the same legislative daye 


S7-5e Pairs in committee are 
prohibitede 
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CHAPTER 8 
Rules and Journal 


S8-le {1) A motion to amend or 
adopt a rule of the senate shall be 
referred to the committee on rules 
without debatee A rule of the senate 
may only be amended or adopted with the 
concurrence of a majority of the senate 
and after one day’s noticee 


(2) A rule may be suspended 
temporarily by a two-thirds vote. 


S8-2-e Mason’s Manual of 
Legislative Procedure governs the 
proceedings of the senate in all cases 
not covered by these rulese 
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CHAPTER 10 
Nominations from the Governor 


$10-le The governor shall 
nominates and by and with the consent of 
the senates appoint all officers whose 
offices are established by the 
constitution or which may be created by 
laws and whose appointment or election 
is not otherwise provided fore If 
during a recess of the senate a vacancy 
occurs in any such offices the governor 
shal} appoint some fit person to 
discharge the duties thereof until the 
next meeting of the senates when he 
shall nominate some person to fill such 
of ficee 


$10-2e When nominations are sent 
by the governor to the _ senate for 
confirmations they shall not be acted on 
before the next succeeding legislative 
days except nominations sent by the 
governor on the last legislative day of 
the sessions which shall be acted upon 
that daye 


py 
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CHAPTER 1 


Presiding Officer -- Decorums 
Order and Debate 


Hi-le The house of representatives 
shall elect one of its members speakere 
The house’ shall choose its other 
officerse and shalt judge of the 
electionss returnsy and qualifications 
of its memberse 


Hi-2e The house shall elect one of 
its members speaker pro tempore who 
shall perform all of the duties of the 
speaker in the absence of that officers 
and on such other occasions as the 
speaker may requeSste 


H1l-3~e No member shall speak for 
longer than thirty minutes in debate on 
any one motion or questione 


Hi-4e No member shall speak more 
than once on the same question without 
the unanimous consent of the houses 
unless he has proposed or introduced the 
matter under debates in which case he 
may speak in reply after all members 
choosing to speak have spokene 


H1i-66 If the motions “do pass" and 


Be fo 
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“do not pass" or “indefinitely postpone" 
both fail on Second Readings a motion to 
reconsider is in order in Committee of 
the wWholee 
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CHAPTER 7 
Committees 


H7-le The standing committees of 
the house are as follows: 


le Agricultures Livestock and 
Irrigation 


2e Appropriations 

3e Business and Industry 

4e Education 

5e Fish and Game 

6e Highways and Transportation 

Te Judiciary 

8e Labor and Employment Relations 


9e Legislative 
Administration/Bills and Journal 


1056. Local Government 
lle Natural Resources 
l2e Pubtic Healths Welfare and 
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Safety 
13Ze Rules 
14e State Administration 
15e Taxation 


The first named member of a 
committee is the chairmans and in his 
absence the next named members» and so 
One 


H7-2e The committee on rules shall 
consist of the speakers the majority 
leaders and three other members of the 
majority party appointed by the speaker» 
the minority leaders and three members 
of the minority party designated by the 
minority teader and appointed by the 
speakere The speaker shall appoint 
other standing committeesys select 
committeese and house membership on 
joint committees and conference 
committeese 


H7-3e Al? bills having “Do Pass" 
committee recommendations shall be 
deemed adopted and shall be placed on 
second readings 


If the committee report is that the 
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bill “Do Not Pass", the bill shall be 
posted by the chief clerk of the house 
and the members of the house have 24 
hours in which to indicate in writing to 
the chief clerk that they wish to have 
the bill debatede If a member so 
indicatess the bill will be placed on 
second reading for debatee If no such 
indication ts madey the committee report 
will be voted on order of business Noe 2 
without debatee 
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CHAPTER 8 
Rules 


HB-Lle (1) A motion to amend or 
adopt a rule of the house _ shall be 
referred to the committee on ruless 
which shall report no Jlater than the 
next legislative daye Untess 
recommended by the committee on ruless 
no house rule shall be amended or 
adopted except by a two-thirds votee 


(2) A house rule may be suspended 
temporarily for a specified purpose by 
unanimous consente 


H8-2e Mason’s Manual of 
Legislative Procedure governs the 
proceedings of the house of 


representatives in all cases not covered 
by these rulese 


ili oe 
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Rule Page 
Noe NOs 


_ Absence _of members 
attendance may be 
compelled 2-59 6 
2-7 6 
pairing vote 9-B¢ 64% 
1 deaake J 64 
prohibited when S79 75 
penalty for unexcused 
absence 2-59 6 
2-9 6 
Adjournment 
day to day 2-5 6 
houses shall not adjourn 
more than 3 days 2-4 5 
motions for 2-109 7 
a*2 2 
5-6 24 
Administrative Code 
joint resolutions affecting 
rules» introduction when 6-ls 2? 
6-7 33 
Agencys departments or interim 
committee 
name on billss when 6-6 31 
Aides» legislative 
age requirement 3-11 13 
lobbying prohibited 3-12 13 
registration and 
designation 3-11 13 
Anends @Sotions to 5-29 22 
6-26. 42 
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Rule Page 
Noe NOe 


undebatable motion 5-8 25 
Amendments 
amending ovrohibited when 6-18 36 
commettee amendments . 6-20 37 
conference committee 
requested when 6-189 36 
7-8 54 
constitutional 
adoption S-5 62 
governor's signature not 
required 6-30 && 
journal entry 8-2 57 
proposal 6-39 28 
I=-3 62 
vote on 6-28, 43 
copiess cost 8-8 60 
engrossed bills amendments 
included 6-20 37 
existing statutese form 
of amendment 6-2 28 
governor*’s recommendation 6-309 44 
6-32 45 
laws 6-14 35 
motion to amend 5-2 22 
prevented when 5-69 23 
5-10 25 
purpose of bills change by 
amendment prohibited 6-15 35 
rejection or acceptance 
only 6-18 36 
rules S8-l» 16 
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Rule Page 
NOe Noe 


H8-] B4 
substitute bills as 6-169 35 
6-17 35 
third reading of bills 
amendment prohibited 6-29 44 
title reference onlys 
prohibited 6-14 35 
transmittal by 55th day 6-34 48 
Adpropriation bills 
comméettee consideration 1-6 53 
contents 6-4 29 
deadline 6-7 Exe 
introduction 6-4 29 
ttem veto 6-30 45 
origination 6-4 29 
transmittal 6-34 48 
Appropriation for legislative 
expenses 71 52 
Appropriationss House 
Committee on 
budget recommendattons to 3-14 15 
enumeration H7-} 81 
financial reports sent to 3-14 iv 
joint committee when 7-6" 53 
legislative operation billss 
introduction by — 6-4 29 


public moneyse appropriation 
bills for--consideration 
by 7-6 53 
Assistant sergeants-at-armas 3-9 12 
Attendance of members 
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Rute Page 
Noe Noe 


compelled when 2-59 6 
| 2-7 6 
refusal ak 6 
required unless excused | 2-6 6 
Bill clerks 3-6 10 
Bills and Journal Committee 
engrossing of bills 6-20 37 
enrolling of bills 6-21 38 
enumerated. St-le 73 
HT=-1 81 
governors presentation of 
bill :to 6-21 40 
journals, duties regarding 8-3 58 
printing of bills 6-19 36 
report by T5 53 
Budget Director 
fiscal note preparation 
within 6 days 6-36 49 
Business 
order of 4-1» 19 
S$1-6¢ 68 
—~ke 70 
HI-3 83 
suspended when 2-10 7 


Business manager 
aides or tnterns»s 


registration 3-11 13 

contracts for purchase or 
lease of equipment s=15 18 
dutres 3-842 14 
7-1 52 
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equipments contracts for 
purchase or lease 
payrolls co-signed by 

personnels responsibility 
for 

supervisson of 


Calendar of bills 


arranged how 
second reading 
third reading 


Call _ of the house 


arrest of members when 
business suspended 
motion for 


motions not in orders 
exceptions 

not ¢*n order when 

ordered when 


removed how 


Call to order 


members 


Carry over of bills to 


special session 


Chaplain's duties 
Chief Clerk of the House 


bills 


Rule 
Noe 


3-15 
1-8 


Page 
Noe 


18 
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8 
8 
14 


41 
55 
37 
56 
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NOe Noe 
clerical errorss 
corrections a=T 11 
“do not pass" posting HI-3 83 
first reading 6-10 34 
introduction by 
presentation to 6-6 30 
public posting of 
introduced bills 6-10 3% 
transmittale recespts for 6-33 4T 
committee méenutess duttes T-4 53 
conference committee reports 
fited with 7-10 55 
debate--words spoken ing 
recorded when 1-6 2 
duties generally 1-69 2 
3-59 9 
3-T 9 11 
6-1 26 
employees responsible to 3-6 10 
pairing votes agreement 
filed weth 9-89 64 
9-9 64% 
resolutionss transmittal 6-1 26 
responsible to whom 3~5 9 
rules» amendments to-- 
duty 8-7 59 
rules committee minutes? 
duty a> i, 60 
Clerscal_errors on bills af il 


Clerk of the Supreme Court 
enrolled billss signed 
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copies--filing with 6-21 40 
Committee of the Whole 
bill reports and 
amendments 6-20e 37 
6-249 41 
6-32 46 
chairmans appointment 6-27 - 42 
conference committee 
reports 7-20 55 
consideration of bills 4-le 19 
6-20¢e 37 
6-220 40 
6-233 41 
6-269 42 
T-10 55 
deadlene--until 50th days 
one day to elapse between 
time committee approved 
bit! placed on members* 
desks and consideration by 
committee of the whole 6-Z2 40 
formation 6-265 4! 
6-2T. 42 
meetingss public 2-39 2 
T=. 56 
minutes 3-59 10 
9-FO #£65 
motion not debatable 5-8 25 
motion to reconsider in 
order when Hi-6 80 
motions in order 6-26 42 
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Rule Page 
NOe Noe 


one-ddy rule 6-22 40 
press not to be excluded 
from hearings T-11 56 
reading of bills 6-233 41 
6-29" 43 
reporte procedure 6-258 41 
6-27 42 
resolutions report 6-1 26 
rules governing 6-26 41 
second reading of bills 4-1 19 
subcommittees prohibited 6-26 42 
televisions photographse or 
recording allowed when 11 56 
voting recordss public 9-10 65 
Committee on Committees 
committees appointed by ST-l 73 
selection sSt-] 73 
Committeess generally 
action required 6-11 34 
adverse committee report HT-3 83 
eppointment St—Le...4 13 
HI-Iis 81 
Hi-2 82 
bill bys introduction 6-6 31 
6-9 33 
deadlines 40th day 6-Ts 33 
chairmen 
duties 6-69 30 
=? 54 


secretary of committee 
responstble to a=3 8 
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selection 
change of memberships 1 
day*s notice 
consideration of bills 
when 
deadline for bill 
introductions 40th day 
"do not pass” 
recommendation 


"do pass® recommendation 


fiscal note requests when 
joint committees 
appointment 


chairman 


composition and 
meetings 
voting procedure 
majority leader as ex 
officio member when 
meetings 


announcement ofs order of 


business 
press not to be 
excluded 
publics to be 


Rule 
Noe 


SI-] 
6-6 
6-T 

H1-69 

HiI-3 

H1-69 
6-36 

S7-J» 

HI-2 


1-69 
7-7 


4-1 


7-11 
2-3 


televisions photographss or 


recording allowed when 
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Rule Page 
Noe Noe 
memberships l day notice of 


change $7-] 13 
minutes 
disposition 3-59 10 
1-49 53 
9-10 65 
required 1-4 53 
pairs prohibited OR dae 75 
press not to be excluded 
from hearings T-1t1 56 
referral of bills to 6-6¢% 30 
6-lle 34 
6-12 34 
report and recommendation of 
bills T-29 52 
1-39 52 
TtOe, 55 
34-1 70 
reports 
journal entry 8-2 57 
order of business 4-1 19 
separates submitted 
when t~3 52 
rules committees bills to be 
approved by 6-7 se 
secretaries 3-3 8 
select committees 
appointment SI-I» 73 
Hi=z2 82 


conference committee 
reports 7-10 wie 
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Noe Noe 
reportsse order of 


business &-F 19 
seven-day rule T-2 52 
special committeess 

appointment S7-I 73 
sponsors of billss 
committees as 3-7 12 
standing committees 
appointment S7-le 73 
H7-2 B2 
bill introduction, 

majority consent for 6-9 33 

enumeration Si-le 73 

HI-] 81 
houses enumerated H7-] 81 
referred bills to be 

reported out tn 7 days 7-2 52 

reports debate and order 

of business 34-1» 70 

4-1 19 
report requirements T-29 52 
7-3 52 
senates enumerated Si-] 73 
seven-day rule 1-z 52 
tie votes procedure SI-3 75 
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CONSTITUTION 


PREAMBLE 


We the neople of Montana grateful 
to God for the quiet beauty of our 
states the grandeur of our mountainss 
the vastness of our rolling plainss and 
desiring to improve the quality of lifes 
equality of opportunity and to secure 
the blessings of tJliberty for this and 
future generations do ordain and 
establish this constitutione 


ARTICLE I 
COMPACT WITH THE UNITED STATES 


All provisions of the enabling act 
of Congress (approved February 22s 1889¢ 
25 State 676)2e as amended = and of 
Ordinance NOe l» appended to the 
Constitution of the state of Montana and 
approved February 22s 1889s é#ncluding 
the agreement and declaration that al} 
lands owned or held by any Indian or 
Indian tribes shall remain under the 
absolute jurisdiction and control of the 
congress of the United Statess continue 
in full .force and effect until revoked 
by the consent of the United States and 
the people of Montanade 
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ARTICLE II 
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 


Sece le Popular Sovereiqntye All 
political power is vested in and derived 
from the peoplee Al} government of 
right originates with the peoples s 
founded wpon their will onlye and its 
instituted solely for the good of the 
wholee 


Sece 20 Self-—governmente The 
people have the exclusive right of 
governing themselves as a frees 


soveretgns and independent statee They 
may alter or abolish the constitution 
and form of qovernment whenever they 
deem it necessarye 


Sece Je Inalienable rightse All 
persons are born free and have certain 
snalienable rights. They include the 
right to a clean and healthful 
environment and the rights of pursuing 
Vife"s basic necessitiess enjoying and 
defending their lives and tlibertiese 
acquirings possessing and protecting 
propertys and seeking their safety? 
health and happétness in all lawful wayse 
In enjoying these rightss all persons 
recognize corresponding 
responsibslittese 
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Sece 4e Individual dignitye The 
dignity of the human being is 
inviolablee No person shall be denied 
the equal protection of the lawse 
Neither the state nor any persons firms 
corporation, or institution shall 
discriminate against any person in the 
exercise of his civil or political 
rights on account of races colors sexy 
cultures social origin or conditions or 
political or retigious idease 


Sece 5e Freedom of religione The 
State shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereofe 


Sece 6e Freedom of assemblye. The 
people shall have the right peaceably to 
assembles petition for redress or 
peaceably protest governmental actione 


Sece 7e Freedom of speechs 
expressions and presse No law shall be 
passed impairing the freedom of speech 
or expressione Every person shall be 
free to speak or publish whatever he 
will on any subjects being responsible 
for all abuse of that ltbertye In al} 
Suits and prosecutions for libel or 
slander the truth thereof may be given 
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in evidence; and the jurys under the 
direction of the courte shall determine 
the law and the factSe 


Sece Be Right of partictpatione 
The public has the right to expect 
goveramental agencies to afford such 
reasonable opportunity for citizen 
participation in the operation of the 
agencies prior to the final decision as 
may be provided by lawe 


Sece Ye Réeght to knowe No person 
shalt be deprived of the right to 
examine documents or to observe the 
deliberations of alt public bodies or 
agencses of state government and sts 
subdivistonss except in cases in which 
the demand of individual privacy clearly 
exceeds the merits of public discltosuree 


Sece 106 Right of privacye The 
right of individual privacy is essential 
to the well-being of a free society and 
shall not be infringed without the 
showing of a compelling state intereste 


Sece lle Searches and seizurese The 
people shall be secure in their persons? 
paperss homes and effects from 
unreasonable searches and seizurese No 
warrant to search any places or seize 
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any person or thing shall issue without 
describing the place to be searched or 
the person or thing to be seizeds or 
without probable causes supported by 
oath or affirmation reduced to writtnge 


SeCe l2e Right to bear armse The 
right of any person to keep or bear arms 
in defense of his own homes persons and 
propertys or in aid of the civil power 
when thereto legally summoneds shall not 
be called in questions but nothing 
herein contained shall be held to permit 
the carrying of concealed weaponse 


Sece i3e¢ Right of suffragee All 
elections shall be free and opens and no 
powers civil or militarye shall at any 
time interfere to prevent’ the free 
exercise of the right of suffragee 


Sece 14e Adult rightse A person 18 
years of age or older is an adult for 
all purposese 


Sece 1i5e Rights of persons not 
adultse The rights of persons under 18 
years of age shall tnctudes but not be 
limited tos all the fundamental rights 
of this Article unless specifically 
precluded by laws whrch enhance the 
Protection of such personse 
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Sece le The administration of 
justicee Courts of justice shall be open 
to every persens and speedy remedy 
afforded for every injury of persons 
propertys or charactere No person shall 
be deprived of this full legal redress 
for injury incurred in employment for 
which another person may be liable 
except as to fellow employees and his 
immediate employer who hired him if such 
immediate employer provides coverage 
under the Workmen*s Compensation Laws of 
this statee Right and justice shall be 
administered without sales denials or 
delaye 


Sece lve Due process of tlawe No 
person shal} be deprived of lifes 
libertys or property without due process 
of lawe 


Sece 18. State subject to suite The 
states countiess citiess townss and atl 
other local governmental entities shall 
have no immunity from suit for injury to 
a person or propertys except as may be 
specifscally provided by law by a 2/3 
vote of each house of the legislaturee 


SeCe 192 Habeas CorpuSse The 
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
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shall never be suspendede 


Sece 206 Initiation of proceedings. 
(1) Criminal offenses wethin the 
jur«isdiction of any court inferior to 
the district court shall be prosecuted 
by complainte All crimétnal actions in 
district courts except those on appeals 
shall be prosecuted either by 
informations after examination and 
commitment by a magistrate or after 
leave granted by the courte or by 
indectment without such examinations 
commitment or leavee 


(2) A qrand jury shall consést of 
eleven persons» of whom eight must 
concur to find an indictmente A qrand 
jury shall be drawn and summoned only at 
the discretion and order of the district 
judgee 


Sece 2le Baile All persons shall 
be baitable by sufficient suretiess 
except for capital offensess when the 
proof is evident or the presumption 
greate 


Sece 22« Excessive Sancttonse Ex- 
cessive bail shall not be requireds or 
excessive fines imposede or cruel and 
unusual punishments inflictede 
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Sece 236 Detentione No person 
shall be tmprésoned for the purpose of 
securing his testimony in any criminal 
proceeding longer than may be necessary 
in order to take his depositione If he 
can give securtrty for his appearance at 
the time of trials he shal} be 
discharged upon giving the same; if he 
cannot give securitys his deposition 
shall be taken in the manner provided by 
lawe and in the presence of the accused 
and his counsels or wethout their 
presences if they shall fail to attend 
the examination after reasonable notice 
of the time and place thereofe 


Sece 24e Rights of the accusede In 
all criminal prosecutions the accused 
shalt have the right to appear and 
defend in person and by counsel; to 
demand the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to meet the witnesses 
against him face to face; to have 
process to compel the attendance of 
witnesses in his behalfe and a speedy 
public trial by an impartial jury of the 
county or district tn which the offense 
is alleged to have been committeds 
subject to the right of the state to 
have a change of venue for any of the 
causes for which the defendant may 
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obtain the samee 


Sece 25e Self-incrimination and 
double jeonardye No person shalt be 
compelled to testify against himself in 
a criminal proceedinge No person. shall 
be again put in jeopardy for the same 
of fense previously tried in any 
jurisdictione 


Sece 264 Trial by jurye The right 
of trial by jury is secured to al} and 
shall remain invioltatee But upon 
default of appearance or by consent of 
the parties expressed in such manner as 
the law may provides all cases may be 
tried without a jury or before fewer 
than the number of jurors provided by 
lawe In all civil actionss two-thirds 
of the jury may render a verdicts and a 
verdict so rendered shal! have the same 
force and effect as if all had concurred 
thereine In all criminal actionss the 
verdict shall be unanimouSse 


Sece 27ve Imprisonment for debte No 
person shali be imprisoned for debt 
except in the manner provided by law? 
upon refusal to deliver up his estate 


for the benefit of his creditorss or in 


cases of torts where there is strong 
presumption of fraude 
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Sece 286 Rights of the convicted. 
Laws for the punishment of crime shall 
be founded on the principles of 
prevention and reformatione Full rights 
are restored by termination of state 
supervision for any offense against the 
states 


Sece 2902 Eminent domaine Private 
property shall not be taken or damaged 
for public use without just compensation 
to the full extent of the loss having 
been first made to or paid into court 
for the ownere In the event of 
litigations just compensation shall 
include necessary expenses of litigation 
to be awarded by the court when the 
private property owner prevailse 


Sece 30¢ Treason and descent of 
estatese Treason against the state 
shall consist only in levying war 
agatnst ite or in adhering to #ts 
enemiese giving them aid and comfort; no 
person shalt be convicted of treason 
except on the testimony of two witnesses 
to the same overt acte or on his 
confession in open court; no person 
shall be attainted of treason or felony 
by the legislature; no conviction shall 
cause the loss of property to the 
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relatives or heirs of the convictede 
The estates of suicides shalt descend or 
vest as in cases of natural deathe 


SeCe 3le Ex post factos obTtigation 
of contractsSe and irrevocable 
privilegese No ex post facto law nor 
any law impairing the obliaation of 
contractSs or making any irrevocable 
grant of special privilegesse franchisess 
or immunitiess shati be passed by the 
legislatures 


Sece 322 Civilian control of the 
militarye The military shall always be 
in strect subordination to the civil 
power; no soldier shall in time of peace 
be quartered in any house without the 
consent of the owners nor itn time of 
wars except in the manner provided by 
lawe 


Sece 33¢ Importation of armed 
personse No armed person or persons or 
armed body of men shall be brought’ tnto 
this state for the preservation of the 
peaces or the suppression of domestic 
violences except upon the application of 
the legislatures or of the governor when 
the legislature cannot be convenede 


Sece 34e Unenumerated rightse The 
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enumeration in this constitution of 
certain rignts shall not be construed to 
denye impairs or disparage others 
retained by the people. 


Secs 356 Servicemens servicewomens 
and veteranse The people declare that 
Montana servicemensy servicewomeny and 
veterans may be given special 
considerations determined by the 
legislatures 
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ARTICLE III 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 


Sece le Separation of powerse The 
power of the government of this state is 
divided into three distinct 
branches--legislatives executives and 
judiciale No person or persons charged 
with the exercise of power property 
belonging to one branch shall exercise 
any power properly belonging to either 
of the Otherss except as in this 
constitution expressly détrected or 
permittede 


Sece 22 Continuity of government. 
The seat of government shall be in 
Helenas except during periods of 
emergency resulting from disasters or 
enemy attacke The legislature may enact 
laws to insure the continuity of 
government during a period of emergency 
without regard for other provisions of 
the constitutione They shall be 
effective only durénqg the period of 
emergency that affects a particular 
office or governmental operatione 


Sece 3e Oath of officee Members of 
the legislature and all executives 
ministerial and judicial offscerss shall 
take and subscribe the following oath or 
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afféermations before they enter upon the 
duties of their offices: "I do solemnly 
Swear (or affirm) that I will supports 
protect and defend the constitution of 
the United States» and the constitution 
of the state of Montanasy and that I will 
discharge the duties of my office with 
fidelity (so help me God)e" No other 
oaths declarations or test shall be 
required as a qualification for any 
office or public truste 


Sece 4a Initiativee (1) The 
people may enact laws by initiative on 
all matters except appropriations of 
money and local or special lawse 


(2) Initiative petitions must 
contain the full text of the proposed 
measures shall be signed by at least 
five percent of the qualified electors 
in each of at least one-third of the 
legislative representative districts and 
the totat number of signers must be at 
least five percent of the total 
qualified Bisetore of the statee 
Petitions shall be filed with the 
secretary of state at least three months 
prior to the election at which the 
measure will be voted upone 


(3) The sufficiency of the 
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initiattve petition shal} not be 
questioned after the election is helde 


Sece Se Referendume (1). The 
people may approve or reject by 
referendum any act of the legislature 
except an approprtation of moneye A 
referendum shall be held esther upon 
order by the Yegislature or upon 
petition signed by at least five percent 
of the qualifsed electors in each of at 
Teast one-third of the legislative 
representative districtse The total 
number of signers must be at least five 
percent of the qualified electors of the 
Statee A referendum petition shall be 
filed with the secretary of state no 
later than stx months after adjournment 
of the legislature which passed the acte 


(2) An act referred to the people 
“3S in effect until suspended by 
petitions signed by at least 15 percent 
of the qualified electors in a majority 
of the Tegislattve representative 
districtse If so suspended the _ act 
shall become operative only after it ts 
approved at an electtons the result of 
which has been determined and declared 

as provided by lawe 


Sete 62 Electionse The peopte 
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shall vote on initiative and referendum 
measures at the general election unless 
the legislature orders a special 
electione 


Sece Te Number of electorse The 
number of qualified electors required in 
each legislative representative district 
and in the state shall be determined by 
the number of votes cast for the office 
of governor tn the preceding general 
electione 


Sece 82 Prohebitione The 
provisions of this Article do not apply 
to CONSTETUTFONAL REVISION» Article XIVe 


Sece Ge Gamblinge All forms of 
gambi ings lotteriess and gift 
enterprises are prohtbited unless 
authorétzed by acts of the legislature or 
by the peopte through initiative or 
referendume 
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ARTICLE IV 
SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS 


Sece le Ballote Al} elections by 
the people shall be by secret ballote 


SeCe 22 Qualified electore Any 
citizen of the United States 18 years of 
age or older who meets the registration 
and restdence requirements provided by 
law 1S a qualified elector unless he is 
serving a sentence for a felony in a 
penal institution or tis of unsound mind, 
as determined by a courte 


Sece 35 Electionse The 
legislature shall provide by Jaw the 
requirements for residences 
registrations absentee votinges and 
administration of electionse It may 
provide for a system of poll booth 
registrations and shall snsure the 


purity of elections and guard against 


abuses of the electoral processe 


SeCe 4e Eligibility for public 
of ficee Any qualified elector is 
eligible to any public office except as 
otherwise provided in this constitutione 
The legislature may provide additional 
qualsfications but no person convicted 
of a felony’ shall be eligibie to hold 


~E6?l= 


CONSTITUTION 


SON ce Re ee eae ee eee Sere eS mee Se ee ae eee ee rT cane 





office until his final discharge from 
state supervisione 


Sece Se Result of electionse In 
all elections held by the peoples the 
person or persons receiving the largest 
number of votes shall be declared 
electede 


Sece 60 Privilege from arreste A 
qualified elector is privileged from 
arrest at polling places and in going to 
and returning therefrome unless 
epprehended tn the commission of a 
felony or a breach of the peacee 
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ARTICLE V 
THE LEGISLATURE 


Sece le Power and structuree The 
legislative power is vested in oa 
legislature consisting of a senate and a 
house of representativese The people 
reserve to themselves the powers of 
inatiative and referendum. 


SecCe 2e Size The s#ze of the 
legislature shall be provided by lawe 
but the senate shall not have more than 
50 or fewer than 40 members and the 
house” shali not have more than 100 or 
fewer than 80 memberse 


Sece 3<e Election and termse A 
member of the house of representatives 
shall be elected for a term of two years 
and a member of the senate for a term of 
four years each to begin on a date 
provided by lawe Gne-half of the 
senators shall be elected every two 
yearse 


Sece 4e Qualificationse A 
candidate for the legislature shall be a 
resident of the state for at least one. 
year next preceding the general 
electione For six months next preceding 
the general elections he shall be a 
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resident of the county if it contaéns 
one or more districts or of the dtstréct 
if #t contains all or parts of more than 
one countye 


Sece 5e Compensatione Each member 


of the legislature shall receive 
compensation for his services and 
allowances provided by lawe No 
legislature may Fix its own 
compensatione 


Sece Ge Sessionse The legislature 
shail meet each odd-numbered year in 
regular session of not more than 90 
legislative dayse Any legislature may 
increase the lemit on the length of any 
subsequent sessione The legislature may 
be convened in specétal sessions by the 
governor or at the written request of a 
majorétty of the memberse 


Sece Te Vacanciese A vacancy in 
the legislature shall be filled by 
special electson for the unexpired term 
unless otherwise provided by lawe 


Sece Be Immunitye <A member of the 
legislature is priveleged from arrest 
during attendance at sessions of the 
legistature and in qoing to and 
returning therefrome unless apprehended | 
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en the commission of a felony or a 
breach of the peacee He shal? not be 
questioned in any other place for any 
speech or debate in the legislaturee 


SeCe Ye Disqualificatione No 
member of the legislature shalles during 


the term for which he shall have been 


electede be appointed to any civel 
office under the state; and no member of 
congress» or other person ‘holding an 
office (except notary publice or the 
militia} under the United States or this 
States shall be a member of the 
legislature during his continuance in 
officee 


Sece 106 Organization and 
proceduree {1) Each house shalt judge 
the election and qualifications of its 
member Se It may by taw vest in the 
courts the power to try and determine 
contested electionse Each house shall 
choose its officers from among its 
memberss keep a journals and make rules 
for its proceedingse Each house may 
expel or punish a member for good cause 
shown with the concurrence of two-thirds 
of all its memberse 


(2) A majority of each house 
constitutes a quorume A smaller number 
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may adjourn from day to day and compel 
attendance of absent memberse 


(3) The sessions of the 
Vegeslature and of the committee of the 
wholes al] committee meetings» and all 
hearings shall be open to the publice' 


(4) The tegislature may establish 
a legislative council and other interim 


committeese The Tegislature shatl 
establish a legislative post-—audit 
committee which shall supervise 


post-auditing duties provided by lawe 


(5) Neither house shalle without 
the consent of the others adjourn or 
recess for more than three days or to 
any place other than that in which the 
two houses are, sittinge 


Sece lle Biltlse (2) A Taw shall be 
passed by bill which shall not be so 
altered or amended on its passage 
through the legislature as to change its 
original purposee No bill shall become 
Yaw except by a vote of the majority of 
ali members present and votinge 


(2) Every vote of each member of 
the leqirstature on each substantive 
question in the legislatures in any 


| 
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committees or in committee of the whole 
shall be recorded and made pubtice On 
final passages the vote shall be taken 
by ay2s and noes and the names entered 
on the journale- 


(3) Each bills except general 
appropriation bills and bills for the 
codification and general revision of the 
lawss shall contain only one subjects 
clearly expressed in its titlee If any 
subject is embraced in any act and is 
not expressed in the titles only so much 
of the act not so expressed iS voide 


(4) A general appropriatton ball 
shall contain only appropriations for 
the ordinary expenses of the 
legislatives executives and judiceral 
branchesy for interest on the _ pubtic 
debts and for public schoolse Every 
other appropriation shall be made by a 
separate bills containing but one 
subjecte 


(5) No appropriation shall be made 
for religiouss charitables industrials 
educationals or benevolent purposes to 
any private indéviduals private 
associations or private corporation not 
under control of the statee 
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(6) <A law may be challenged on the 
aground of noncompliance with this 
section only within two years after its 
effective datee 


Sece 12-e Local and special 
legislatione The legislature shall not 
pass a special or tlocal act when a 
general act iS9 or can be mades 
applicablee 


Sece 134« Impeachmente (1) The 
governors executive officerss heads of 
state departmentss judicial officers 
and such other officers as may be 
provided by law are sub ject to 
impeachmente and upon conviction shall 
be removed from of ficee Other 
proceedings for removal from public 
office for cause may be provided by lawe 


{2) The legistature shall provide 
for the manners procedures and causes 
for impeachment and may select the 
senate as tritbunale 


(3) Impeachment shall be brought 
only by a two-thirds vote of the housee 
The tribunal hearing the charges shall 
convict only by a vote of two-thirds or 
more of #ts memberse 
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(4) Convictton shall extend only 
to removal from offices but the partye 
whether convicted or acquitteds shall 
also be liable to prosecution according 
to lawe 


Sece 140 Districting and 
apportionmente {1) The state shall be 
divided into as many districts as there 
are members of the houses and each 
district shall elect one representative. 
Each senate district shall be composed 
of two adjoining house détstrictss and 
shall elect one senatore Each district 
shall consist of compact and contiguous 
terrétorye All districts shall be as 
nearly equal in population as *s 
practicablee 


{Z2).. In the legislative session 


following ratification of this 
constitution and thereafter in each 
session preceding each federal 


population censuses a commission of five 
citizenss none of whom may be _ pubtic 
officialss shall be selected to prepare 
a plan for redistricting and 
reapporttoning the state into 
legislative and congressional districtse 
The majority and minority leaders of 
each house shall each designate one 
commissioner e Within 20 days after 
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their designations the four 
comméessioners shall select the fifth 
members who shall serve as chairman of 
the commissione If the four wtmembers 
fail to select the fifth member within 
the time prescribeds a majority of the 
supreme court shall select hime 


(3) The commission shall submit 
its plan to the legislature at the first 
regular session after its appointment or 
after the census figures are availables 
Within 30 days after submissions the 
legistature shall return the plan to the 
commission with its recommendationse 
Within 30 days thereafter, the 
commission shall file its final plan 
with the secretary of state and it shall 
become lawe The commission is then 
dissolvede 
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ARTICLE VI 
THE EXECUTIVE 


Sece le Of ficerse (1) The 
executive branch includes a governors 
lieutenant governors secretary of states 
attorney generals superintendent of 
public instructtons and auditore 


(2) Each hotds offtce for a term 
of four years whéch begins on the first 
Monday of January next succeeding 
elections and wntil a successor is 
elected and qualifiede 


(3) Each shall reside at the seat 
of governments there keep the public 
records of his offices and perform such 
other duties as are provided in thes 
constitution and by lawe 


Sece 2e Electione (1) . The 
governor? lieutenant governors secretary 
of states attorney generals 


superintendent of public instructions 
and auditor shall be elected by the 
qualified electors at a general election 

provided by lawe 


(2) Each candidate for governor 
shall file jointly with a candidate’ for 
lieutenant governor in primary 
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electitonss or so otherwise comply wrth 
nomination procedures provided by law 
that the offices of governor and 
Tieeutenant governor are voted upon 


together én primary and general 
electtonse 

Sece 30 Qualificationse (1) No 
person shall be eligible to the office 
of governore Treutenant governors? 


secretary of states attorney generals 
superintendent of public instructions or 
auditor unless he is 25 years of age or 
older at the time of his electione In 
additions each shall be a citizen of the 
United States who has resided within the 
state two years next preceding his 
electione 


(2) Any person with the’ foregoing 
qualifications is eligible to the off¢ce 
of attorney general tf an attorney in 
good standing admétted to practice taw 
in Montana who Nas engaged in the active 
practice thereof for at least five years 
before electione 


{3) The superintendent of public 
instruction shall have such educational 
qualifications as are provided by lawe 

Sece 4e Dtitrese (1) The executive 
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power is vested in the governor who 
shall see that the laws are faithfully 
executede He shall have such other 
dutres as are provided in this 
constitution and by lawe 


(2) The lieutenant governor shall 
perform the duties provided by law and 
those delegated to him by the governore 
No power specifically vested itn the 
governor by this constitution may be 
delegated to the lieutenant governore 


(3) The secretary of state shall 
maintain official records of the 
executive branch and of the acts of the 
Jegislatures as provided by lawe He 
shall keep the great seal of the state 
of Montana and perform any other dutses 
provided by lawe 


(4) The attorney general its the 


legal officer of the state and shall 


have the duties and powers provided by 
lawe 


(5) The superintendent of public 
instruction and the auditor shall have 
such duties as are provided by lawe 


Sece 5e Compensatione (12) 
Officers of the executive branch shall 
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receive salaries provided by lawe 


(2) During his terme no elected 
officer of the executéve branch may hold 
another public office or receive 
compensation for services from any other 
governmental agencye He may be a 
candidate fer any public offsce during 
his terme 


Sece 6e¢ Vacancy in officee (1) If 
the offace of lieutenant governor 
becomes vacant by his succession to the 
office of governors or by his deaths 
resignations or disability as determined 
by laws the governor shall appoint a 
qualified person to serve in that office 
for the remainder of the terme If both 
the elected governor and the elected 
Tieutenant governor become unable to 
serve in the office of governors 
successton to the respective offices 
shall be as provided by taw for the 
pertod until the next general electione 
Thene a governor and lieutenant governor 
shall be elected to fill the remainder 
of the original terme 


(2) If the office of secretary of 
states attorney generals auditors or 
superintendent of public instruction 
becomes vacant by deaths resignations or 


| 
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disability as determined by tlaws the 
governor shall appoint a  quatified 
person to serve in that office until the 
next general election and until a 
successor is elected and qualifiede The 
person elected to fill a vacancy shall 
hold the office until the expiration of 
the term for which his predecessor was 
electede 


Sece ve 20 departmentse All 
executive and administrative offtcese 
boardsse bureauss commissionss agencies 
and instrumentalities of the executive 


branch (except for the offtrce of 
governors lieutenant governors secretary 
of states attorney generals 


superintendent of public instructions 


and auditor) and their respective 


functionss powerse and dutiess shall be 
allocated by law among not more than 20 
principal departments so as to provide 
an orderly arrangement in the 


 adminestrative organization of state 
governmente Temporary commisstons may 
be established by law and need not be 


allocated within a departmente 


Sece 8e Appointing powere (1) The 
departments provided for in section 7 
shall be under the supervision of the 
governore Except as otherwise provided 
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in thes constitution or by laws each 
department shall be headed by a single 
executive appointed by the governor 
subject to confirmation by the senate to 
hold office untel the end of the 
governor's term unless sooner removed by 
the governore 


(2) The qovernor shall appoints 
subject to confirmation by the senates 
all officers provided for an this 
constétutton or by law whose appomntment 
or electton is not otherwise provided 
fore They shall hold office untt? the 
end of the governor*s term unless sooner 
removed by the governore 


(3) If a vacancy occurs in any 
such office when the legislature ts not 
in sessions the governor shall apposnt a 
qualified person to discharge the duties 
thereof until the office is filled by 
appointment and confirmatione 


(4) <A person not confirmed by the 
senate for an office shall nots except 
at its requests be nominated agatn for 
that office at the same sessione or be 
appointed to that office when the 
legislature ts not in sessione 


SeCe Ge Budget and messagese The 
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governor shall at the beginning of each 
legislative sessions and may at other 
timese give the legislature information 
and recommend measures he considers 
necessarye The governor shall submit to 
the legislature at a time fixed by laws 
@ budget for the ensuing fiscal period 
setting forth in detail for aly 
operating funds the proposed 
expenditures and estimated revenue of 
the statee 


) Sece 104 Veto powere (1) Each bill 
passed by the legislatures except bills 
proposing amendments to the Montana 
constitutions bills rattfying proposed 
amendments to the United States 
constitutions resolutions,» and 
inittative and referendum measuresys 
shall be submitted to the governor for 
his sigqnaturee If he does not st#gn or 
veto the bill within five days after its 
delivery to him if the legislature is in 
session oor within 25 days if the 
legislature is adjourneds it shall 
become lawe The governor shall return a 
vetoed bill to the legislature with a 
statement of his reasons therefore 

i. (2) The governor may return = any 
bill to the legislature with his 
recommendation for amendmente If the 
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legislature passes the bill in 
accordance with the governor's 
recommendations it shall again return 
the bill to the governor for his 
reconsideratione The governor shall not 
return a bill for amendment a second 
timee 


(3) If after receipt of a veto 
messages two-thirds of the members 
present approve the bills it shall 
become lawe 


(4) If the tlegistature is not in 
session when the governor vetoes a bills 
he shall return the bill wrth his 
reasons therefor to the legislature as 
provided by iawe The legtslature = may 
reconvene to reconsider any bill so 
vetoede 


(5) The governor may veto items in 
appropriation bellise and in such 
instances the procedure shall be the 
Same aS upon veto of an entire bille 


Sece lle Special sessione Whenever 
the governor considers #t in the public 
interest» he may convene the 
legislaturee 

Sece 12¢ Pardonse the governor may 
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grant reprievese commutations and 
pardonsy restore citizenships and © 
suspend and remit fines and forfeitures 
subject to procedures provided by ltawe 


Sece 130 Militiae (1) The governor 
iS cOmmander-in-chief of the militia 
forces of the states except when they 
are in the actual service of the United 
Statese He may call out any part or all 
of the forces to aid in the execution of 


the lawsSs suppress insurrections repel 


invasions or protect life and property 
in natural disasterse 


) 
: 


(2) The militia forces shall 


-consést of all able-bodied citizens of 
the state except those exempted by lawe 


5 


Sece 14e Successione (1) If the 


governor-elect is disqualified or dies» 
the lieutenant governor-elect upon 
qualifying for the office shall become 


Me 


governor for the full terme If the 


governor-elect fails to assume office 
for any other reasons the lieutenant 
governor-elect upon qualifying as = such 


shall serve as acting governor unté? the 


governor-elect is able to assume offices 
or until the offices becomes vacante 


(2) The lieutenant governor shall 


=—i165— 


CONSTITUTION 


eS ee ee ee See ae ee en re ere en re ee etre ete ee ee Se ee 





serve aS acting governor when so 
requested in writing by the governore 
After the governor has been absent from 
the state for more than 65 consecutive 
dayse the lieutenant governor shall 
serve as acting governore 


(3) He shall serve as acting 
governor when the governor is so 
disabled as to be unable to communicate 
to the lieutenant governor the fact of 
his inability to perform the duties of 
his office. The lieutenant governor 
shall continue to serve as acting 
governor until the governor is able to 
resume the dutses of his of ficee 


(4) Whenevers at any other times 
the lieutenant governor and attorney 
general transmit to the tlegqsslature 
their written declaration that the 
governor is unable to discharge the 
powers and duties of his offices the 
legislature shall convene to determine 
whether he is able to do Soe 


(5) If the legislaturee within 21 
days after convenings determines by 
two-thirds vote of its members that the 
governor ts unable to discharge the 


powers and duties of his offices the > 


lieutenant governor shall serve as 
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acting governore fThereafters when the 


governor transmits to the legislature 


his written declaration that no 
inability exists» he shall resume the 
powers and duties of his off#ce within 
15 dayss unless the legislature 


determines otherwise by two-thirds vote 


of its memberse If the legislature so 


determiness the lieutenant governor 
shall continue to serve as acting 
 governore 


(6) If the office of governor 
becomes vacant by reason of deaths 


resignations or dssqualifications the 


lieutenant governor shall: become 


governor for the remarnder of the terme 


except as provided in this constitutione 


(7) Additional succession to fill 


vacancies shall be provided by lawe 


(8) When there is a vacancy in the 


office of governors the successor shall 


be the governore The acting governor 
shall have the powers and duttes of the 
office of governor only for the persod 


during which he servese 


Sece 152 Information for governore 
(1) The governor may require information 
in writings under oath when requirede 
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from the officers of the executive 
branch upon any subject relating to the 
duties of their respective offtcese 


(2) He may require information itn 
writings under oathe from all officers 
and managers of state tmnststutionse 


(3) He may appoint a committee to 
investigate and report to him upon the 
condition of any executive office or 
state institutione 
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ARTICLE VII. 
THE JUDICIARY 


Sece le Judicial powere The 
judicial power of the state is vested in 


one supreme courts district courtse 


; 
j 


_ 
‘" 
4 


justice courtss and such other courts as 
may be provided by lawe 


Sece 2e Supreme court 


jurisdiction. (1) The supreme court has 


appellate jurisdiction and may issues 


hears and determine writs appropriate 


theretoe It has original jurisdiction 


to issues hears and determine writs of 


habeas corpus and such other writs as 


may be provided by lawe 


C2 ALS has general supervisory 


control over all other courtse 


(3) It may make rules governing 


appellate procedures practice and 
procedure for all other courtss 


admission to the bar and the conduct of 
its memberse Rules of procedure shall 
be sub ject to dtsapproval by the 
legislature in either of the two 
sessions following promulgatione 


(4) Supreme court process” shall 
extend to all parts of the statee 
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Sece 3e« Supreme court 
organi Zatione (1) The supreme court 
consists of one chief justice and _ four 
justicess but the Jegislature may 
increase the number of justices from 
four to StxXe A majority shall join in 
and pronounce decissonse which must be 
in writsnge 


(2) A district judaqe shall be 
substituted for the chief justice or a 
justice in the event of disqualification 
or disability» and the opinion of the 
district judge sitting with the supreme 
court shall have the same effect as an 
opinion of a justicee 


Sece 4 Destrict court 
jurtsdictione (1) The déestrict court has 
original jurisdictron in all criminal 
cases amounting to felony and all cevel 
matters and cases at law and tn equitye 
It may issue all writs appropriate to 
its jurisdictione It shall have the 
power of naturalization and such 
additional jurisdiction as may be 
delegated by the laws of the United 
States or the state of Montanae Its 


process shall extend to all parts of the 


statee 
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(2) The district court shalt hear 


appeals from inferior courts as trials 


anew unless otherwise provided by lawe 


The Jegislature may provide for direct 


review by the district court of 
decistons of administrative agenciese 


(3) Other courts may have 
jurisdiction of criminal cases not 
amounting to felony and such 


juresdiction concurrent with that of the 
district court as may be provided by 
lawe 


Sece 52 Justices of the peacee {1) 
There shall be elected tn each county at 
least one justice of the peace with 
Qualificationss trainings and monthly 
compensation provided by lawe There 
shall be provided such facilities that 
they may perform thetr duties in 
dignified surroundingse 


(2) Justice courts shall have such 
original jurisdiction as may be provided 
by lawe They shall not have trial 


jurisdiction in any criminal case 


designated a felony except as examining 
courtSe 


(3) The legislature may provide 
for additional justices of the peace in 
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each countye 


Sece 62 Judicial districtse (1) 
The legislature shall divide the state 
into judicsal districts and provide for 
the number of judges in each districte 
Each district shall be formed of compact 
territory and be bounded by county 
Tinese 


(2) The legislature may change the 


number and boundaries of judicial 
districts and the number of judges in 
each districts but no change in 


boundartes or the number of districts or 
judges therein. shall work a removal of 
any judge from office during the term 
for which he was elected or anpointede 


(3) The chief justice mays upon 
request of the district judges assign 
district judges and other judges for 
temporary service from one district to 
anothers and from one county to anothere 


Sece 7e Terms and paye (1) All 
justices and judges shall be paid as 
provided by laws but salaries shall not 
be diminished during terms of offitcee 


(2) Terms of office shall be eight 
years for supreme court justicess six 
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years for district court judgess four 
years for justices of the peaces and as 
provided by law for other judgese 


Sece 8 Selectione (1) The 
governor shall nominate a replacement 
from nominees selected in the manner 
provided by law for any vacancy in = the 
office of supreme court justice or 
détstrict court judgee If the governor 
fatls to nominate within thirty days 
after receipt of nominees» the chief 
justice or acting chief justice shal) 
make the nominatione Each nomination 
shall be confirmed by the senates but a 
nomination made while the senate is not 
in session shall be effective as an 
appointment until the end of the next 
sessione If the nomination ¢ts not 
confirmeds the office shall be vacant 
and another selection and nometnation 
shall be madee 


(2) If» at the first election 
after senate confirmations and at the 
election before each succeeding term of 
offices any candidate other than the 
incumbent justice or district judge 
files for election to that offices the 
name of the incumbent shall be placed on 
the ballote If there is no_ election 
contest for the offices the name of the 
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incumbent shall nevertheless be placed 
on the general election ballot to allow 
voters of the state or district to 
approve or reject hime If an tncumbent 
is rejecteds another selection and 
nomination shall be madee 


(3) If an tncumbent does not rune 
there shall be an election for the 
of ficee 


Sece Ge Qualificationse (1) A 
citizen of the United States who has 
resided in the state two years 
immediately before taking office is 
eligible to the office of supreme court 
justice or dtstrict court judge if 
admitted to the practice of law in 
Montana for at least five years prior to 
the date of appointment or electione 
Qualifications and methods of selection 
of judges of other courts shall be 
provided by lawe : 


(2) No supreme court justice or 
district court judge shall solicit or 
receive compensation in any form 
whatever on account of his offices 
except salary and actual necessary 
travel expense. 


(3) Except as otherwise provided 
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in this constituttons no supreme court 
justice or déstrict court judge shall 
practice law during his term of offices 
engage in any other employment for which 
salary or fee is paide or hold office in 
a political partye 


(4) Supreme court justices shall 
reside within the statee Every other 
judge shall reside during his term of 
office in the districts countye 
townships precincts city or town in 
which he ts elected or appointede 


Sece 10e Forfeiture of judrcial 
positione Any holder of a judicial 
position forfeits that position by 
either filing for an elective public 
office other than a judictal position or 
absenting himself from the state for 
more than 60 consecutive dayse 


Sece lle Removal = and disciplinee 
(1) The legislature shalt create a 
judicial standards Commission consisting 
of five persons and provide for the 
appointment thereto of two district 
judgese one attorneys and two citizens 
who are neither judges nor attorneyse 


(2) The commission shall 
investégate complaintss make rules 
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implementing this sections and keep ets 
proceedings confidentiale It may 
subpoena witnesses and documentse 


(3) . Upon recommendation of the 
commissions the supreme court may: 


{a) Retire any justice or judge 
for disability that seriously interferes 
with the performance of his duttes and 
is or may become permanent; or 


(b) Censures suspends or remove 
any justice or judge for willful 
mesconduct in offices wiliful and 
persistent fatlure to perform his 
duties» or habitual intemperancee 
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ARTICLE VIII 
REVENUE AND FINANCE 


Sece le Tax purposese Taxes shall 
be levied by general laws for public 
purposeSe 


Sece Zs Tax power inalienablee The 
power to tax shall never be surrendered» 
suspendeds or contracted awaye 


Sece 3e Property tax 
administratione The state shal} 
appraise? assesses and equalize the 


valuation of a1} property which is to be 
taxed in the manner provided by ldawe 


Sece 42 Equal valuatione All 
taxing jurisdictions shall use the 


_ assessed valuation of property 
established by the statee 


Sece 5» Property tax exemptionse 


(1) The legislature may exempt = from 
taxation: 


(a) Property of the United Statess 


the states countiess citiess townss 


school districtss municipal 


corporations: and public librariéess but 


any private anterest in such property 


may be taxed separatelye 
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(b) Institutions of purely public 
charityes hospitals and places of bursa} 
not used or held for prtvate or 


corporate profits places for actual 


religious worships and property used 
exclusively for educational purposese 


({c) Any other classes of propertye 


(2) The legislature may authorize 
creation of special improvement 
districts for capital improvements and 
the maintenance thereofe It may 
authorize the assessment of charges’ for 
such *tmprovements and maintenance 
against tax exempt property directly 
benefited therebye 


Sece 6e Highway revenue non-diver— 
SIiONe (1) Revenue’ from gross vehicle 
weight fees and excise and license taxes 
(except general sales and use taxes) on 
gasolines fuels and other energy sources 
used to propel vehictes on publec 
highways shall be used as authorized by 
the leaislatures after deduction of 
statutory refunds and adjustmentss 
solely for: 


(a) Payment of obligations 
incurred for constructions 
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reconstructions repatre operations and 


maintenance of public highwayss streets» 
roadss and vridgese 


(b) Payment of countys citye and 


town obligations on streetss roadss and 


bridgese 


(c) Enforcement of highway safety» 
driver educattons tourist promotions and 
administratsve collection costse 


(2) Such revenue may be 
appropriated for other purposes by a 
three-fifths vote of the members of each 
house of the legislaturee 


Sece 7e Tax appealse The 
legislature shall provide independent 
appeal procedures for taxpayer 
grievances about appraisalss 


assessmentss equalszattons and taxese 
The legislature shall inctude a review 
procedure at the local government unit 
Tevele 


Sece 8. State debte No state debt 
shatl be created unless authorized by a 
two-thirds vote of the members of each 
house of the legislature or a majoréty 
of the electors voting thereone No 
state debt shall be created to cover 
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deficits incurred because appropriations 
exceeded anticipated revenuee 


Sece 9s Balanced budgete 
Appropriations by the legislature shall 
not exceed anticipated revenuee 


Sece 20Je Local government debte The 
legislature shal? by law limit debts of 
countiess citiess townss and all other 
tocal governmental entitiese 


Sece lle Use of loan proceedse Al} 
money borrowed by or on behalf of the 
state or any countys citys towne or 
other local governmental entity shall be 
used only for purposes specified in the 
authorizing lawe 


Sece 126 Strict accountabilitye The 
legislature shall by law insure strict 
accountability of all revenue received 
and money spent by the state and 
countiess citiess townss and all other 
local governmental entitiese 


Secs 13e Investment of public 
fundse (1) The ltegislature shall provide 
for a untfied investment program for 
public funds and provide rules therefors 
including supervision of investment of 
surplus funds of all countiess citiess 
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townss and other local governmental 


entitiese Each fund formtng a part of 
the unified investment program shall be 
separately sdentifiede Except for 


monies contributed to retirement funds: 
no public funds shall. be invested in 
private corporate capital stocke The 
investment program shall be audéted at 
Teast annually and aeéereport’ thereof 
submitted to the governor and 
legislaturee 


(2) The public school fund and the 
permanent funds of the Montana 
university system and all other state 
institutions of learning shall be safely 
and conservatively invested in: 


{a) Public securities of the 
statee its subdivisionss local 
government unitss and districts within 
the states or 


(b) Bonds of the United States or 
other securities fully guaranteed as to 
principal and interest by the United 
States» ‘or 


(c) Such other safe investments 


bearing a fixed rate of interest as may 
be provided Dy lawe 
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Sece l4e Prohibited  paymentse 
Except for #tnterest an the public debty 
no money shall be paid out of the 
treasury unless upon an appropriation 
made by law and a warrant drawn by the 
proper officer in pursuance thereofe 
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ARTICLE IX 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 


Sece le Protection and 

improvemente (1) The state and each 
person shall maintain and improve a 
clean and healthful environment in 
Montana for present and future 
generationse 


{2} The legtstature shall provide 
for the administration and enforcement 
of this dutye 


(3) The legislature shall provide 
adequate remedies for the protection of 
the environmental life support system 
from degradation and provide adequate 
remedies to prevent unreasonable 
depletion and degradation of natural 
resourceSe 


Sece 20 Reclamatione (1) All 
lands détsturbed by the taking of natural 
resources shall be reclasmede The 
legislature shal) provide effective 
requirements and Standards for the 
reclamation of lands disturbede 


(2) The legislature shall provide 
for a funds to be known as the resource 
indemnity trust of the state of Montanas 
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to be funded by such taxes on the 
extraction of natural resources as_ the 
legislature may from time to time impose 
for that purposee 


(3) The principal of the resource 
indemnity trust shall forever remain 
inviolate tin an amount of one hundred 
million dollars ($100, 0007000) -¢ 
quaranteed by the state against loss or 
diversione 


Sece 3e Water rightse (1) atl 
existing rights to the use of any waters 
for any useful or beneficial purpose are 
hereby recognized and confirmede 


(2) The use of atl water that is 
now or may hereafter be appropriated for 
sales rente distributions or other 
beneficial uses the right of way over 
the lands of others for all ditches» 
drainse fFlumess canals» and aqueducts 
necessarily used in connection 
therewiths and the sites for reservoirs 
necessary for collecting and = storing 
water shall be held to be a public usee 


(3) Adl surfaces undergrounde 
floods and atmospheric waters within the 
boundaries of the state are the property 
of the state for the use of its people 
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and are subject to appropriation for 
beneficial uses as provided by lawe 


(4), The legislature shall provide 
for the administrations controls and 
regulation of water rights and = shai} 
establish a system of centralized 
recordse in addition to the present 
system of local recordse 


Sece 4e Cultural resourcese The 
legislature shall provide for the 
sdentifications acquisition, 


restorations enhancements preservations 
and administration of scenics historice 
archeologics scientifics cultural» and 
recreational areas» sitess records and 
objectse and for their use and enjoyment 
by the people. 
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ARTICLE X 
EDUCATION AND PUBLIC LANDS 


Sece le Educational qoals and 
dutiese (1) It is the goal of the people 
to establish a system of education which 
will develop the full educational 
potential of each persone Equality of 
educational opportunity is quaranteed to 
each person of the statee 


(2) The State recognizes the 
distinct and unique cultural heritage of 
the American Indians and its committed in 
its educational goals to the 
preservation of their cultural 
integritye 


(3) The legislature shall provsde 
a basic system of free quality public 
elementary and secondary schoolse The 
legistature may provide such other 
educational  institutionss public 
Yibrariess and educational programs as 
it deems desirablee It shall fund = and 


distr#bute in an equitable manner to the f 


school déstricts the state"s share of 


the cost of the basic elementary and 


secondary school systeme 


Sece 2 Public school funde The — 
public school fund of the state shall 
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consist of: (1) Proceeds from the schoo!) 
lands whicn have been or may hereafter 
be granted by the United States»s 


(2) Lands granted in lieu thereofs 


(3) Lands given or granted by any 
person or corporation under any law or 
grant of the United Statesy 


(4) All other grants of tJland or 
money made from the United States for 
general educational purposes or wethout 
special purposes 


(5) Abt interests tn estates that 
escheat to the statee 


(6) All unclaimed shares and 
dividends of any corporation 
incorporated in the states 


(7) Alt other qrantss gqiftss 
devises or bequests made to the state 
for general educattonal purposese 


Sece 36 Public school fund 
inviolatee The public school fund shall 
forever remain inviolates guaranteed by 
the state against loss or diverstone 


Sece 4e Board of land 
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commissionerSe The governors 
superintendent of public instructions 
audttors secretary of states and 
attorney general constitute the board of 
land commissionerse It has the 
authority to directs controle leases 
exchanges and sell school lands’ and 
lands which have been or may be granted 
for the support and benefit of the 
var#tous state educational instituttonss 
under such requlations and restrictions 
as may be provided by lawe 


Sece 5e Public schoo} fund 
revenuee (i) Ninety-five percent of all 
the interest received on the public 
school fund and ninety-five percent of 
all rent received from the leasing of 
school lands and al} other income from — 
the public school fund shall be 
equitably apportioned annually to public 
elementary and secondary school 
distréects as provided by lawe 


{2) The remaining five percent of 
alt tnterest received on the public 
schoo) funde and the remaining five 
percent of atti rent received from the 
leasing of school lands and all other 
income from the public school fund shall — 


annually be added to the public school 


fund and become and forever remain an 
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inseparable and inviolable part thereof. 


Sece 62 Aid prohibited to 
sectarian schoolse (1) The legtstatures 
countiess citiess townses school 
déistrictse and public corporations shal 
not make any direct or indirect 
appropriation or payment from any pubtic 
fund or moniess or any grant of lands or 
other property for any sectarian purpose 
or to aid any churchs schools academys 
seminarys colleges university» or other 
literary or screntifrc institutions 
controlled in whole or in part by any 
churche sects or denominatione 


(2) This section shall not apply 
to funds from federal sources provided 
to the state for the express purpose of 
distribution to non-public educatiane 


Sece 7e Non-discrimination in 
educatione No religious or part#san 
test or qualification shall be required 
of any teacher or student as a condition 
of admission into any publéc educational 
institution. Attendance shall not be 
required at any religious serviceée No 
sectarian tenets shall be advocated in 
any public educational institution of 
the statee No person shall be refused 
admission to any public educational 


— 209 


CONSTITUTION 





instttution on account of sexs races 
creeds religions political beliefse or 
national oriqine 


Sece &8e School district trusteese 
The supervision and control of schools 
in each school district shall be vested 
in a board of trustees to be elected as 
provided by lawe 


Sece Ge Boards of educatione (1) 
There ¢s a state board of education 
composed of the board of regents of 
higher education and the board of public 
educati one ahi, 1 responsible for 
long-range plannings and for 
coordinating and evaluating policies and 
programs for the state*s educational 
systemse It shall submit unified budget 
requestSe A tie vote at any meeting may 
be broken by the governors who is an ex 
officio member of each component boarde 


(2) (a) The government and 
control of the Montana university system 
is vested in a board of regents of 
higher education which shall have full 
powers responsibilitys and authority to 
supervises coordinates manage and 
control the Montana university system 
and shall supervise and coordtnate other 


public educational institutions assiqned } 
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by lawe 


(b) The board consists of seven 
members appointed by the governors and 
confirmed by the senates to overlapping 
termss as provided by lawe The governor 
and superintendent of public tnstruction 
are ex officio non-voting members of the 
boarde 


{c) The board shall appoint 3 
commissioner of hégher education and 
prescribe hes term and dutiese 


(d) The funds and appropriations 
under the control of the board of 
regents are subject to the same audit 
provisions as are all other state fundse 


{3) (a) There ss a board of 
public education to exercise general 
supervision over the public school 
system and such other public educational 
institutions as may be assigned by lawe 
Other duties of the board shall be 
provided by lawe 


(b) The board consists of seven 
members appointed by the governors and 
confirmed by the senates to overlapping 
terms as provided by Ttawe The governors 
commissioner of higher education = and 
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state superéentendent of public 
instruction shall be ex officio 
non-voting members of the boarde j 


Sece 102 State university fundse 
The funds of the Montana university 
system and of all other state 
institutions of learnings from whatever 
source accruings shall forever remain 
inviolate and sacred to the purpose for 
which they were dedicatede The various 
funds shali be respectively invested 
under such requlations as may be 
provided by laws and shall be quaranteed 
by the state against loss or diversione 
The tnterest from such invested fundss 
together with the rent from leased lands 
or propertiess shall be devoted to the 
maintenance and perpetuation of the 
respective institutionse 


Sece lle Public land trusts 
disposittone (1) Al? lands of the state 
that have been or may be qranted by — 
congresss or acquired by gift or grant 
or devise from any person or 
corporations shall be public lands of © 
the state. They shall be held in trust 
for the peoples to be disposed of as 
hereafter prowideds for the respective © 


purposes for which they have been or may | 


be granteds donated or deviseds 
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(2) No such land or any estate or 
interest therein shall ever be disposed 
of except in pursuance of general laws 
providing for such dispositions or until 
the full market value of the estate or 
interest disposed of» to be ascertarned 
in such manner as may be provided by 
laws has been paid or safely secured to 
the state. 


(3) No tand which the state holds 
by grant from the United States which 
prescribes the manner of disposal and 
minimum price shall be désposed of 
except in the manner and for at teast 
the price prescribed without the consent 
of the United Statese 


(4) All public tland shall be 
classified by the board of tland 
commissioners in a manner provided by 
lawe Any publéc land may be exchanged 
for other lands public or privates which 
is equat in value ands as closely as 
possibles equal in arede 
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ARTICLE XI 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


Sece le Definitione The term 
“local government units*® includess but 
is not limited tor counties and 
*tncorporated cities and townse Other 
local government units may be 
established by lawe 


Sece 2e Countiese the counties of 
the state are those that exist on the 
date of . ratification of this 
constituttone No county boundary may be 
changed or county seat transferred until 
approved by 3 majority of those voting 
on the question in each county affectede 


Sece 36 Forms of gqovernmente (1) 
The legislature shall provide methods 
for governing Tocal government untts and 
procedures for incorporatings 
classifyinge sergings consolidatings and 
dissolving such unitse and altering 
their boundariese The legislature shall 


provide such optional or alternative 


forms of government that each unit or 
combination of units may adopts amende 


or abandon an optional or alternative | 
form by a majority of those voting on 


the questione 
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(2) One optional form of county 
government includesse but is not limited 
tos» the election of three county 
commisssonerSs a clerk and recorder? a 
clerk of district courts a county 
attorneys a sheriffs a treasurers a 
Surveyors a county supertntendent of 
schoolss an assessors a coroners and a 
public administratore The termse 
qualificationss duttess and compensatton 
of those offices shall be provided by 
lawe The Board of county Commissioners 
may consolidate two or more such 
offtcese The Boards of two or more 
counties may provide for a joint offéce 
and for the election of one officsal to 
perform the duttes of any such office in 
those counterese 


Sece 4e General powerse (zt) A 
local government unit _ without 
self-government powers has the following 
general powers: 


(a) An incorporated ctéty or town 


has the powers of a municipal 
corporation and legislative, 


administratives and other powers 
provided or implied by lawe ; 


(b) A county has legislatives 
adminisstratives and other powers 
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provided or implied by lawe 


(c) Other local government units 
have powers provided by lawe 


(2) The powers of sncorporated 
cities and towns and counties shall be 
liberally construede 


Sece 5e¢ Self-government charterse 
(1) The legislature shall § provide 
procedures permstting a local government 
unit or combination of units to frames 
adopts amends revises or abandon a 
self-government charter with the 
approval. of a majority of those voting 
on the questione fhe procedures” shall 
not require approval of a charter by a 
legislative bodye 


(2) If the tlegtslature does not 
provide such procedures by July le 1975 
they may be established by election 
either: 


(a) Initiated by petition in the 
local government unit or combination of 
units; or 


(b) Called by the governing body 
of the local government unit or 
combination of unitse zl 
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(3) Charter provisions establish- 
ing executives legislative, and 
administrative structure and 
organization are superior to statutory 
provistonse 


SeCe 62 Self-government powerse A 
local government unit adopting a 
self-government charter may exercise any 
power not prohibsted by thes 
constitutions laws or chartere This 
grant of self-government powers may be 
extended to other local government units 
through opttonal forms of government 
provided for in section 3-6 


Sece 7e Intergovernmental 
cooperati one (1) Unless prohibited by 
law or charters a local government unit 
may 


(a) cooperate in the exercise of 
any functions powers or responsibility 
withs 


({b) snare the services of any 
officer or facilities withs 


(c) transfer or delegate any 
functions powers responsibilitys or duty 
of any officer to one or more other 
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local §$ government unitss school 
districts» the states or the United 
Statese 


(2) The qualified electors of a 
local government unit mays by initiative 
or referendums require it to do soe 


Sece 8s Initiative and referendums 
The legislature shall extend the 
initiative and referendum powers 
reserved to the people by the 
constitution to the qualified electors 
of each local government unit. . 


Sece 9e Voter review of local 
governmente (1) The legislature shall, 
within four years of the ratification of 
this constitutions provide procedures 
requiring each local government unét or 
combination of units to review its 
structure and submit one alternative 
form of government to the qualified 
electors at the next general or special 
electione 


(2) The legislature shall require 
a review procedure once every ten years 
after the first electione 
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ARTICLE XII 
DEPARTMENTS AND INSTIFUFIONS 


Sece le Agricuituree (1) The 
legislature shall provide for a 
Department of Agriculture and enact laws 
and provide appropriations to protect, 
enhances and develop all agriculturee 


(2) Special levies may be made _ on 
livestock and on agricultural 
commodities for disease control and 
indemnificattons predator controls and 
livestock and commodity inspections 
protections researchs and promotione 
Revenue derived shal} be used solely for 
the purposes of the leviese 


Sece 2e Labore (1) The 
legislature shall provide for a 
Department of tabor and Industrye headed 
by a Commissioner appointed by the 
governor and confirmed by the senatee 


(2) <A maximum pertod of 8 hours is 
a regular day*ts work in all industries 
and emptoyment except agriculture = and 
stock raisinge The legislature may 
change this maximum period to promote 
the general welfaree 


Sece 3e Institutions and 
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assistancee ql) The state shal} 
establish and support institutions and 
facilities as the public good may 
requires including homes which may be 
necessary and desirable for the care of 
veteranse 


(2) Persons committed to any such 
institutions shall retain all rights 
except those necessarily suspended as a 
condition of commitmente Suspended 
rights are restored upon termination of 
the state’s responsibilitye 


(3) The legislature shall provide 
such economic assistance and social and 
rehabilitative services ass may be 
necessary for those inhabitants whos by 
reason of ages mnfirmitiess or 
misfortune may have need for the aid of 
societye 
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ARTICLE XIII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 


Sece le Non-municipal 
corporatrionse (1) Corporate charters 
shall be granteds modifieds or dissolved 
only pursuant to general tawe 


(2) The tlegistature shall provide 
protectton and education for the people 
against harmful and unfatr practices by 
either foreigqn or domestic corporationss 
individualse or associatironse 


(3) The legislature shati pass no 
Taw retrospective in its operations 
which imposes on the people a new 
liability in respect to transactions or 
considerations already passed. 


Sete 2e Consumer counsel. The 
legislature shall provide for an office 
of consumer counsel which shall have the 
duty of representing consumer interests 
in hearings before the public service 
commission or any other successor 
agencye The legislature shall provide 
for the funding of the office of 
consumer counsel by a specétal tax on the 
net encome or gross revenues of 
requlated companiese 
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Sece 3e Salary commissione The 
legislature shal} create a salary 
commission tao recommend compensation for 
the judictary and elected members of the 
legistative and executéve branchese 


Sece 4e Code of ethicse The 
Tegqistature shall provide a code of 
ethics prohibiting conflict between 
public duty and private interest for 
members of the legislature and all state 
and local officers and employeese 


SeCe 5e Exemption lawse The 
legislature shall enact leberal 
homestead and exemption lawSse 


Sece 604 Perpetuitiese No 


perpetuities shall be allowed except for 
charitable purposese 
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ARTICLE XIV 
CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION 


Sece le Constitutional conventione 
The legislatures by an affirmative vote 
of two-thirds of at} the memberse 
whether one or more bodieSe may at any 
time submit to the qualified electors 
the question of whether there shall be 
an unlimited convention to revises 
alters or amend this constitutions 


Sece 25 Initiative for 
constituttonal conventione (1) The 
people may by initiative petition direct 
the secretary of state to submit to the 
qualified electors’ the question of 
whether there shall be an untimited 
convention to revises alters or amend 
this constitutione The petition shall 
be signed by at least ten percent of the 
qualified electors of the statee That 
number shall include at Jleast ten 
percent of the qualified electors in 
each of two-fifths of the legislative 
districtSe 


(2) The secretary of state shall 
certify the filing of the petition in 
his office and cause the question to be 
submitted at the next general electione 
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Sece 3e Pertodic submissione if 
the question of holding a convention is 
not otherwise submitted during any 
period of 20 yearse it shall be 
submitted as provided by law at the 


general election in the twentreth year 


following the last submisstone 


Sece 4e Call of conventione If a 
majority of those voting on the question 
answer on the affirmatives the 
legislature shall provide for the 
calling thereof at its next sessione 
The number of delegates to the 
convention shall be the same as that of 
the larger body of the legislaturee The 
qualifications of delegates shall be the 
same as the highest qualifications 
required for election to the 
Yegislaturee The legislature shall 
determine whether the delegates may be 
nominated on a partisan or a 


non-partisan basiSe They shall be 


elected at the same places and itn the 
same détstricts as are the members of the 
legistateve body determining the number 
of delegatese 


Sece 5e Convention expensese The 


legislature shalls in the act calling — 
the conventions designate the days hours — 


and place of its meetings and fix and 
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provide for the pay of tts members and 
offscers and the necessary expenses of 
the conventione 


Sece 64 Oaths vacanciese Before 
proceedings the delegates shall take the 
oath provided in this constitutione 
Vacancies occurring shall be filled in 
the manner provided for filling 
vacancies in the tlegeslature if not 
otherwise provided by lawe 


Sece 7a Convention dutiese The 
convention shall meet after the election 
of the delegates and prepare’ such 
revisionss alterationss or amendments to 
the constitution as may be deemed 
necessarye They shall be submitted to 
the qualified electors for ratifécation 
or rejection as a whole or in separate 
articles or amendments as determined by 
the convention at an electton appointed 
by the convention for that purpose not 
less than two months after adjournmente 
Unless so submitted and approved by a 
majority of the electors voting thereonys 
no such revisions alterattons or 
amendment shall take effecte 


Sece 8e Amendment by legislative 
referendume Amendments to this 
constitution may be proposed by = any 
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member of the legislaturee If adopted 
by an affirmative roll call vote of 
two-thirds of all the members thereof? 
whether one or more bodress the proposed 
amendment shall be submitted to the 
qualified electors at the next general 
elections If approved by a majority of | 
the electors voting thereongs the 
amendment shall become a part of this 
constétution on the first day of July 
after certification of the election 
returns unless the amendment provides 
otherwisee _ 


Sece Ge Amendment ody initiatives 
(1) The people may also propose 
constitutronal amendments by itnitiativee 
Petitions tnctluding the full text of the 
proposed amendment shall be signed by at 
least ten percent of the qualifted 
electors of the statee That number 
shall include at Teast ten percent of 
the qualified electors in each of 
two-fifths of the legislative districtse 


(2) The petitions shall be filed 
with the secretary of statee If the 
petitions are found to have been = sianed 
by the required number of electors, the 
secretary of state shall cause the 
amendment to be published as provided by 
law twice each month for two months 
{ 
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previous to the next regular state-wide 
electione 


(3) At that elections the proposed 
amendment shall be submitted to the 
qualified electors’ for approval or 
rejectione If approved by a majorsty 
voting thereons it shal} become a part 
of the constitution effective the first 
day of July following its approvals 
unless the amendment provides otherwisee 


Sece Le Petitton siqnerSe The 
number of qualified electors required 
for the filing of any petition provided 
for in this Article shall be determined 
by the number of votes cast for the 
office of governor in the preceding 
general electtone 


Sece lle Submissione If more than 
one amendment is submitted at the same 
elections each shall be so prepared and 
distinguished that tt can be voted upon 
separatelye 


Done in open convention at the crty 
of Helenase in the state of Montanas this 
twenty-second day of Marchy in the year - 
of our Lord one thousand nine hundred 
and seventy-twoe 


~221= 


CONSTITUTION 


ee ne ee rr net tere tne SS EE SRI SERED HEY RSE RES RED AEE en SAEED MeN orem te 


LEO GRAYBILLs JRe 
PRESIDENT 


ATTEST: JEAN Me BOWMAN 
SECRETARY — 


MAGNUS AASHEIM 

JOHN He ANDERSONes JRe 
OSCAR Le ANDERSON 
HAROLD ARBANAS 
FRANKLIN ARNESS 
CEDOR Be ARONOW 
WILLTAM He ARTZ 
THOMAS Me ASK 

BETTY BABCOCK 

LLOYD BARNARD. 
GRACE Ce BATES 

DON Ee BELCHER 

BEN Eo BERGe JRe 

Ee Me BERTHELSON 
CHET BLAYLOCK 
VIRGINIA He BLEND 
GEOFFREY Le BRAZIER 
BRUCE Me BROWN 
DAPHNE BUGBEE 
WILLIAM Ae BURKHARDT 
MARJORIE CAIN 

BOB CAMPBELL 

JEROME Jeo CATE 
RICHARD Je CHAMPOUX 
LYMAN We CHOATE 

MAX CONOVER 
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Ce LOUISE CROSS 
WADE Je DAHOOD 
CARL Me DAVIS 
DOUGLAS DELANEY 
MAURICE DRISCOLL 
DAVE DRUM 

DOROTHY ECK 

MARIAN Se ERDMANN 
LESLIE ESKILDSEN 
MARK ETCHART 

JAMES Re FELT 
DONALD Re FOSTER 
NOEL De FURLONG 

Je Ce GARLINGTON 
Eo Se GYSLER 

OTTO Te HABEDANK 
Re Se HANSON 

ROD HANSON 

GENE HARBAUGH 

PAUL Ke HARLOW 
GEORGE HARPER 
DANIEL We HARRINGTON 
GEORGE Be HELIKER 
DAVID Le HOLLAND 
ARNOLD We JACOBSEN 
GEORGE He JAMES 
TORREY Be JOHNSON 
THOMAS Fe JOYCE 

Ae We KAMHOOT 
ROBERT LEE KELLEHER 
JOHN He LEUTHOLD 
JEROME Te LOENDORF 
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PETER “"PETE™* LORELLO 

JOSEPH He MCCARVEL 

RUSSEL Ce MCDONOUGH 

MIKE MCKEON 

CHARLES Be MCNEIL 

CHARLES He MAHONEY 

RACHELL Ke MANSFIELD 

FRED Je MARTIN 

Je MASON MELVIN 

LYLE Re MONROE 

MARSHALL MURRAY 

ROBERT Be NOBLE 

RICHARD Ae NUTTING 

MRSe THOMAS PAYNE 

CATHERINE PEMBERTON 

DONALD REBAL 

ARLYNE Eo REICHERT 

MRSe MAE NAN ROBINSON 

RICHARD Be ROEDER 

GEORGE We ROLLINS 

MILES ROMNEY 

STERLING RYGG 

DON SCANLIN 

JOHN Me SCHILTZ 

HENRY SIDERIUS 

CLARK Ee SIMON 

CARMAN Me SKARI 

Me LYNN SPARKS 

LUCILE SPEER 

Re Je STUDERs SRe 

MRSe JOHN JUSTIN SULLIVAN 
(VERONICA) 
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WILLIAM He SWANBERG 

JOHN He TOOLE 

MRSe EDITH Me VAN BUSKIRK 
ROBERT VERMILLION 

ROGER Ae WAGNER 

JACK Ke WARD 

MARGARET Se WARDEN 

ARCHIE Oe WILSON 

ROBERT Fe WOODMANSEY 
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TRANSITION SCHEDULE. 


The following provisions shall 
remain part of this Constitution until 
their terms have been executede Once 
each year the attorney general shall 
review the following provisions and 
certify to the secretary of state whichs 
if anys have been executede Any 
provisions so certified shall thereafter 
be removed from this Schedule and no 
longer published = as part of this 
Constitutrone 


Section Ile Accelerated Effective 
Date 


Section 2- Detayed Effective Date 


Section 36 Prospective Operation 
of Declaration of Rights 


Section 4e Terms of Judiciary 

Section 5e Terms of Legislators 

Section 66 General Transition 

Sece le Accelerated effective 
datee Section 6 (SESSIONS) and section 
14 (DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT) of 
Article Vs» THE LEGISLATURE. shall be 
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effective January ls 19736 


Sece 2e Delayed effective datee 
The provisions of sections Is 29 and 3 
of Article Vy THE LEGISLATURE» shall? not 
become effective until the date the 
first redistricting and reapport tonment 
plan becomes lawe 


Sece 36 Prospective operatton of 
declaration of rightSe Any rightss 
procedural or substantives created for 
the first time by Article II shall be 
prospective and not retroactivee 


Sece 4e Terms of judictarye 
Supreme court justicesy district court 
judgess and justices of the peace 
holding office when this Constitution 
becomes effective shall serve the terms 
for which they were elected or 
appointede 


Sece 5e Terms of leqislatorse (1) 
The terms of all tlegislators elected 
before the effective date of this 
Constitution shall end on December 31 of 
the year mn which the first 
redistricting and reapportionment plan 
becomes awe 


(2) The senators first elected 
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under thes Constitution shall draw lots 
to establish a term of two years for 
one-half of their numbere 


Sece 62 General transitione (1) 
The rights and duties of all public 
bodies shall remain as if this 


Constitution had not been adopted with 
the exception of such changes as are 
contained in this Constitutione All 
lawse ordinances» requlationss and rules 
of court not contrary to? or 
inconsistent withs the provisions of 
this Constitution shall remain in forcey 
until they shall expire by their own 
limitation or shall be. altered or 
repeated pursuant to this Constitutione 


(2) The validity of all public and 
private bondss debtss and contractss and 
of all suwitse actionss and rights of 
actions shall continue as tf no change 
had taken placee 


(3) Alt officers filling any 
office by election or appointment § shall 
continue the duties thereofs until the 
end of the terms to which they were 
appointed or electeds and until their 
offices shall have been abolished or 
their successors selected and qualified 
$n accordance with this Constitution or 
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laws enacted pursuant theretoe 
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